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Nappanee (left) and Mount Rock quizzers 
get ready for a question in the quiz finals 
held Wednesday evening at Conference. 
Several stories reveal far 
more about Bible quizzing 
than a report of tournament 
results can ever convey. 
by John A. Sider 
Although Bible quizzing at General Conference this 
summer was characterized by intense competition, both 
a sense of community among the quizzers and stories of 
personal triumphs figured strongly in the spirit of the 
tournament. There are several stories that need to be told 
that reveal far more about Bible quizzing than a report of 
tournament results and statistics can ever convey. 
The first story is about community. In preparing for 
the Atlantic Conference Quiz Finals, the team f rom the 
Millersville, Pa., congregation believed that they had a 
good chance to represent their conference in California, 
so they began the process of fundraising necessary to 
pay for their trip. However, they didn ' t qualify to go to 
California; the team f rom the Hershey, Pa., congregation 
did. But Hershey hadn' t expected to go, and they had 
very limited money available. So in the spirit of commu-
nity, the Millersville quiz team gave their money to the 
Hershey team to help them get to California. 
"Special People" profiles a wide.varietyof 
Brethren in Christ members of all ages 
and from all walks of lite. 
You are invited to submit a short article about 
some "Special Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. Articles should 
^te typewritten, preferably 300-400 wo*ds 
a n d must have the approval of the person 
h^nVorofiled. If your article is accepted for 
puWication! we will contact you to secure a 
P photo for publication (which will be ^ 
returned). 
The second story is also about community, although in a 
slightly different context. Before the first quiz on the Mon-
day morning of Conference, Doneen Dourte, the coach of 
the Manheim team, reported that they had just received 
word that a young couple in their congregation were going 
through a personal tragedy and crisis. Doneen requested 
prayer both for the young couple and for the Manheim 
quizzers who were quite distraught by the news. Stuart 
Heisey, a quizzer f rom the Mount Rock congregation (pic-
tured above, third f rom right), asked if he could pray for 
the young couple and the Manheim quizzers. This is the 
kind of community that characterized the entire tourna-
ment. 
The next story is one of personal triumph. Two-and-a-
half years ago, Grantham quizzer Matt 
Spurrier sustained 
a severe brain injury in an almost fatal 
traffic accident. Matt 's recovery has 
been a story of peaks and valleys, so to 
watch him quote verse after verse of 
Hebrews, and 1 and 2 Peter without 
hesitation or stumbling provided all 
who witnessed his performance with a 
strong testimony to the power and goodness of God. 
The last story is also about God's strength being made 
perfect in our weakness. Brian Flewelling (top picture, 
fourth f rom right) is the memory verse specialist on the 
Mount Rock quiz team. Brian is also hearing-impaired, but 
he has turned his disability into an asset because his lip 
reading skills allowed him to zero in on the needed verse 
often as the quizmaster was just beginning to form the first 
word, before any sound was uttered. 
These stories illustrate that quizzing is not just an exhi-
bition of knowledge and technical skill, but the quizzers 
are experiencing the power of God in their lives and are 
living out the mandates for community that the Scriptures 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Vi.sitor P^a Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 4655U. 
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A sampling-in words and pictures-
of General Conference 1996... 
"For Go its 
Glory" 
Warren Hoffman, shown 
here with his wife Connie, 
was installed as the new 
General Secretary by retir-
ing General Secretary R. 
Donald Shafer (right) and 
Moderator Harvey R. 
Sider. For the past six 
years, Warren has been 
bishop of the Atlantic and 
Southeast Regional Con-
ferences. Before that, he 
was church-planting pas-
tor in Oklahoma City for 
10 years. A 1968 graduate 
of Messiah College, he 
received his D.Min. from 
American Baptist Semi-
nary of the West in Covina, 
Calif, in 1972. Then he 
served eight years with 
Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions, first at Navajo Mis-
sion, then at Labish, Ore. 
I've grown up in the Brethren in Christ Church and I 've grown up attending Conference: as a participant in chil-
dren's programs in the '70s, and then as a 
quizzer and youth in the '80s, and now as 
a member of the Conference body in the 
'90s. Through it all I have gained a unique 
perspective and a great appreciation for the 
church that God has given to us. 
While we come together to work out the 
logistics of running the Brethren in Christ 
Church, the desire to keep God's will for 
the Brethren in Christ is always before us 
and most important. I have appreciated the 
passion of so many others to do all for 
God's glory. I look forward to serving with 
you as we serve God together and lead the 
Brethren in Christ church into the 21st cen-
tury. 
Missy Stoner 
Grace Community (Ga.) 
congregation 
I'm pleased to witness growth among the brothers and sisters in this Conference setting. The respect and appreciation for 
each others ' thoughts and opinions really 
supports our theme "For His Glory." Our 
brotherhood has been changing throughout 
the recent years and as we struggle to devel-
op our identity, differences create tension. It 
is how we handle that tension that really 
counts. May the Holy Spirit be with us as we 
find his way. 
As we seek to grow, disciple, and send 
on an international level, we must seek the 
Lord ' s direction to be properly organized 
and to administer most effectively and effi-
ciently. In this process, growth will bring 
change, and also change may need to occur 
to allow for growth. In either case, conces-
sions and adjustments, acceptance and for-
giveness, and seeking the Spirit must pre-
vail. 
My desire for Conference would be that 
we focus on listening to the Lord, discerning 
the direction, and acting. As Brethren in 
Christ people, we need to make an impact in 
the world TODAY. We need to spend time 
addressing the ills of this world and teach the 
gospel, not be overly concerned at Confer-
ence level with organizational and adminis-
trative detail. This Conference has acted to 
pose the brotherhood with structure that will 
allow future Conferences to address how we 
can impact the issues of the world and bring 
love, peace, compassion, forgiveness, and 
salvation to God 's creation. 
May the Holy Spirit be actively present as 
we work together "for his glory." 
Gerald Richwine 
Carlisle (Pa.) congregation 
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Serving as a delegate to Conference this year brought back memor ies of the 1982 C o n f e r e n c e at Azusa where I 
served as a page. (And more than once this 
year I 'd have rather been in a page 's shoes 
than sitting on my seat!) 
I think of three specific things that have 
made impressions on me after these five days 
together. First, I 've noticed an intentional 
effort on the part of the denominational lead-
ership to focus on vision and purpose and to 
repeat it often. My sense is that this has been 
helpful—even critical—to the forward thrust 
of the Brethren in Christ . The humorous 
"vision" video didn't hurt either, and brought 
a relaxed spirit to business sessions. 
I 've also been challenged to push beyond 
my comfort zone and to seek new friends or 
ones I wouldn' t ordinarily choose to be with. 
Learning to know others who share the same 
love for Christ and the church, yet have a dif-
ferent perspect ive than I, has relaxed my 
concern for "the right way." 
Finally, I have been grateful for the inter-
est and care expressed by many toward my 
pastor, John Reitz. (His wife recently died.) 
As a member of the congregation where he 
serves, I 'm glad to see brotherhood in action. 
Karen Haldeman 
Skyline View (Pa.) congregation 
Co n f e r e n c e a l w a y s f a s c i n a t e s me . There is a healthy mix of representa-tives f rom all across the North Amer-
ican brotherhood. While some may find cer-
tain issues to be "hot" items, others meet 
these items with cool abandon, and perme-
ating the whole atmosphere is a feeling of 
love and acceptance, whatever view is ex-
pressed. The serious times are bathed in a 
wonderful balance of prayerful dedication 
and the humorous comic relief that helps us 
to be able to step back and take a good, hon-
est look at ourselves f rom time to time. 
Our leaders are to be commended on their 
infinite, non-judgmental patience and their 
wise guidance on important issues that will 
affect the outreach of the church. 
"For His Glory"—the theme is an apt one 
for all Christian conduct. I wish everyone in 
the brotherhood could have heard the excel-
lent se rmons by Warren Hof fman , Stuart 
Kelly, and Ronald Bowell . Wha t inspira-
tional catalysts to encourage growing, disci-
pling, and sending churches to achieve our 
goal of 250 churches by 2000 A.D. Some 
have commented that the whole Conference 
was worth it just to hear these messages and 
challenges for personal and church growth. 
The testimonies of what God has been doing 
in some areas is so heartening. You came 
away feeling proud to be a part of such a 
dynamic church brotherhood. 
While my preference for music has leaned 
toward the traditional, I was lured to a more 
contemporary style of worship by the wor-
ship team at Conference led by Sandy Muss-
er. What a beautiful blend of contemporary 
and traditional music! 
The foo twash ing service was another 
highlight. Imagine having your feet humbly 
being washed by Bishop John Hawbaker and 
to have the privilege to bridge international 
boundar ies as you share—Canadian with 
Mexican, Cuban, Amer ican Indian, or...! 
God has blessed us with a rich variety of 
cultural and ethnic backgrounds, all of which 
are bound together with a common brother-
hood love. 
Would I go again? Sure would! Did I real-
ly have a perfect grasp of all the issues? No, 
but my understanding was greatly enhanced 
through the healthy discussions. Was it all 
fun? No, but where else can you find a group 
of people who share such common concerns 
with such a graceful love and spirit of har-
mony than at a Brethren in Christ General 
Conference where we blend our voices in 
song and praise and prayer "For His Glory"? 
Clayton Cober 
Fordwich (Ont.) congregation 
Blessings in the name of Jesus. This is my second time in the General Con-ference. My experience is limited to 
these occasions, but it is my understanding 
that the Holy Spirit is working hard in us. 
Also, my English is limited, and it is hard for 
me to express my ideas about what I am feel-
ing in this General Conference. So, let's talk 
in Spanish (a little). 
Kathleen Leadley (right), 
pastor of the Orchard 
Creek Fellowship (St. 
Catherines, Ont.), brought 
the Monday evening ser-
mon prior to the footwash-
ing and Communion ser-
vice. 
Juan Carlos Ortiz (left), 
pastor of the Hispanic min-
istry at the Crystal Cathe-
dral, Garden Grove, Calif, 
was the guest speaker at 
the concluding worship 
sen'ice on Wednesday 
evening. 
Watch future 





given at General 
Conference. 
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The organization is good, we are in good 
hands. Thank God! 
M y only sugges t ion is: Can you (the 
directors of the General Conference) send 
to us more early the book of the agenda for 
our study and preparations? I think this mat-
ter can help us to go fast in the discussions. 
I appreciated this opportunity. 
John Gallo 
El Aposento de la Gracia (Fla.) 
congregation 
Ifelt that, on the whole, the atmosphere and general attitude at General Confer-ence was good; members when disagree-
ing, doing so in a Christian manner. I espe-
cially enjoyed the music worship beginning 
each session, combining new choruses with 
familiar ones, and encouraging the spirit of 
worship and praise. 
When we first arrived at Conference, the 
weather was cool, and the first sessions of 
C o n f e r e n c e were l i k e w i s e — p r o c e e d i n g 
smoothly. As the temperature warmed up, 
so also did the discussions. The Tuesday 
morning debates relating to Article VIII on 
select ion and accountabi l i ty [of Genera l 
Church Leaders] got rather involved, and 
some of it seemed to address some matters 
that could be termed trivial. In fact, after lis-
tening to the extensive discussions, I decid-
ed I needed to pick up a Conference Crier to 
find out what we had done! Much of it could 
have been editorial, as it was not necessary to 
have such extensive debate on trivial matters. 
Of course, on important issues such debate is 
vital. 
The evening worship services were in-
spirational and outstanding. The Wednesday 
morning worship with the message by Ron 
Bowell was a challenge with an exceptional 
spirit of unity, and we felt bonded together 
by a deep desire to respond to the command 
"Sending for His Glory." (Though I ' m a 
woman, I was not offended by the use of 
"His" in the title!) I believe if we as a people 
would be as careful about exhibiting the fruit 
of the Spirit in our lives and attitudes as we 
seem to be about the wording of parts of the 
agenda, there would be far fewer problems 
and difficulties. 
Regarding the paper relating to the Renewal 
Movements and the Brethren in Christ—we 
need renewal and revival, but I don ' t believe 
it can be legislated. It will come only through 
prayer and the moving of the Holy Spirit. 
This is truly a matter of concern. 
One of the very positive aspects of Gen-
eral Conference is the fellowship with other 
Christians and renewing of friendships, and 
deepening our spiritual relat ionship with 
Christ. 
Ruth Blackketter 
Red Star (Okla.) congregation 
From encouraging stories of missionar-ies to l ive deba t e on t enure ; f r o m prayer in huddled groups to excited 
quizzers shouting for their favorite teams; 
from inspiring Conference sermons to lunch-
es with old friends—all this and more pro-
vided the stimulation for participating in all 
aspects of General Conference '96. 
I was particularly encouraged this Con-
ference by the variety of personal stories and 
test imonies which enabled us to share in 
G o d ' s work t h roughou t the Bre th ren in 
Christ. 
It has been encouraging 
to me to see the empha-
sis placed on meaning-
ful times of prayer 
throughout the 1996 
General Conference 
sessions. In 1995 the 
Church was called to 
prayer for this General 
Conference, our denom-
inational leaders, and a 
fresh movement of 
God's spirit in our 
midst. I believe we have 
seen obvious results to 
these prayer concerns 





Times of spirited singing and prayer permeated the 
five days of General Conference. 
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I was saddened at this Conference, after 
four previous Conferences of being inten-
tional about using inclusive language and 
encouraging women in ministry, that we had 
to be reminded again and the modera tor 
needed to apologize for Conference regress-
ing into old language patterns and practices. 
Having the opportunity to meet new folks, 
to share with and discuss ministry ideas and 
theological issues with others across North 
America is for me a unique opportunity. I 
always return to my congregation motivated 
and refreshed. I am pleased that we voted 
down the recommendation to decrease the 
time of General Conference. 
Mary J. Davis 
Grantham (Pa.) congregation 
Iam Gary Yazzie, a de legate f r o m the Brethren in Christ Navajo Mission. This is my first time at General Conference. 
We arrived here on Friday and went to the 
meeting on Saturday. Sunday was the day 
of worship. I came with Charlie and Leone 
Byer, who have helped me to get acquainted 
with new people whom I never would have 
met. 
Watching and listening to the Conference, 
I realized the diversity of the body of Christ 
and the administration of the church. The 
people here were all very friendly and help-
ful. The meetings started at 8:30 a.m. and 
ended in the evening with appropriate breaks 
in between. I also had the opportunity to do 
some sightseeing, and even got to see the 
ocean, at the courtesy of Lee Crowdis. I met 
p e o p l e at C o n f e r e n c e , s o m e of w h o m I 
h a v e n ' t seen s ince my days of board ing 
school at the mission; people such as Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilmer Heisey, Mary Olive Lady, 
Verna Mae Climenhaga, and Luke Keefer, 
Jr. 
I am thankful to the Lord and to my local 
church for this opportunity to attend Gener-
al Conference. 
Gary Yazzie 
Navajo Mission, N.M. 
It is now nearly 55 years since I first went to General Conference and I remember the evangelistic and revival emphasis of 
those early Conferences. Through the years 
we have by intention moved more to the con-
vention style of meeting. I came to the 114th 
General Conference with a strong desire to 
meet the saints, fel lowship with believers, 
and sense the movings of God 's spirit with-
in my beloved church across the land and 
seas. 
I appreciated the vision of our leaders and 
the strength of message borne by our speak-
ers. The emphasis on church growth and the 
testimonies of what God is doing was excel-
lent. I was shocked when one of our three 
leading speakers wondered if it was all right 
to give an altar call at General Conference. 
Then under the leadership of the Holy Spir-
it, he called all of us to affirm each other, 
invited anyone to come to the front in humil-
ity, repentance, commitment, and for a fresh 
renewal in the Holy Spirit. 
While many responded, I believe it was 
but a token of the great hunger for renewal, 
for God, for the Holy Spirit 's work to be 
accomplished in his church "For His Glory." 
Each of the past four b ienn iums , I have 
sensed this thirst /hunger for God to do a 
great thing among us. "Blessed are all those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they will be filled." When we meet God's 
conditions, he will fill us. Glory to God! 
Simon Lehman, Jr. 
Fairview (Pa.) congregation 
Auctioneer (also bishop 
of the Canadian Confer-
ence) Dale Shaw waits 
for that last-minute bid 
during the Wednesday 
sale of a quilt made by 
Kelly Davis of Kentucky 
and donated to Brethren 
in Christ Missions. The 
successful bidder (at 
$2,500) was Tammy 
Camacho, a deacon in 
the Harrisburg (Pa.) 
church-with Eugene 
Wingert, director of Ken-
brook Camp, helping to 
cover some of the bid. 
Ihave sensed a subtle, but persistent atti-tude of condemnation. That 's very strong language, but I hear its rumbling. Let me 
try to explain. The calls to renewal from the 
floor seem to imply that we are presently 
"in the wrong" somehow. We must repent. 
Turn around. Go the other way. Pray. I be-
lieve we are doing that—many, many of us. 
We need to press on, not turn. How do we 
speak to this without speaking against re-
newal/repentance? I have remained silent 
because I have not found words for this. I 
want the Brethren in Christ to be compelled 
by the love of Christ, not by shame over our 
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Highlights of Conference Business 
In addition to the 10:00 opening session on Saturday, var-
ious items of General Conference business were handled on 
Saturday afternoon, Monday morning and afternoon, Tuesday 
morning, and Wednesday morning and afternoon. Much of 
the work involved receiving reports and hearing projections 
from various denominational agencies. Here is a quick sum-
mary of some of the other items which were handled in the 
business sessions: 
• Following a few questions from the floor, the report of the 
Task Force on Regional Administration and the accompany-
ing Recommendations from the General Conference Board 
were approved (with a smattering of "no" votes). This means 
that we continue with the present structure of eight regional 
conferences administered by five bishops. Provision was 
made for general church leaders or executive directors to 
work as team members to assist bishops in serving congre-
gations. The action also authorized the General Conference 
Board "to continue reviewing plans for meeting the needs of 
our church" in this area. 
• The Task Force on Renewal (which had been named in 
response to 1994 General Conference action) presented its 
report on Monday morning. After the report was received, a 
delegate moved that the Task Force be continued, especially 
to "prepare and distribute information on the 'witness gifts' 
and how to use them." Discussion was tabled until Monday 
afternoon, at which time the motion was withdrawn, to be 
replaced by another delegate's motion calling for the Task 
Force to be continued "to work on issues of renewal and 
revival." After considerable debate about whether a task force 
could effectively implement renewal, the motion to continue 
the Task Force was narrowly defeated (167 yes, 173 no). 
Later the Moderator noted that issues of renewal and revival 
would be a focus of the Leadership Council in the coming 
biennium. 
• A recommendation from the General Church Board would 
have changed the date for the biennial meeting of General 
Conference. Currently the Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment calls for Conference to convene "on the Saturday near-
est the first of July and continue through the following Thurs-
day." The recommendation was to begin Conference on 
Thursday and continue to Sunday noon. Sponsors noted this 
was an attempt to help business and professional persons 
who have trouble taking off parts of two weeks. Opponents 
cited the abbreviated schedule and noted a Sunday morning 
rally would make it impossible for delegates to visit area 
churches as is now the practice. Some felt that delegates and 
pastors would be tempted to leave Saturday night, rather than 
stay for a Sunday morning rally. The recommendation lost by 
a strong margin. 
• Several items having to do with revisions to the Manual of 
Doctrine and Government were considered. A number of 
them were approved with little or no discussion, such as nam-
ing as members of Conference the chief executive officer (or 
appointee) of certain institutions and agencies, and items hav-
ing to do with real estate control in the denomination. Other 
sections, however, sparked considerable debate: 
A section regarding congregational incorporation was 
referred for further study. At issue was control of proper-
ty being given to the Church Board (rather than to the 
Trustees, as is currently the case). Some delegates per-
ceived a discrepancy between this section and wording 
elsewhere which listed property control as part of the 
duties of Trustees. 
The question of tenure for General Church administra-
tors, which had been referred to the General Church Board 
by the 1994 General Conference, provided grounds for 
discussion spanning three days. Noting that administrators 
have six-year terms with evaluations every two years, the 
Board's recommendation—a new sentence stating "There 
is no limitation of terms."—was introduced on Saturday 
afternoon. But the proposed Bylaw change failed to re-
ceive the two-thirds vote required (151 yes, 144 no). On 
Monday morning, a motion from the floor to place a limit 
of two consecutive six-year terms on General Church 
Leaders and regional bishops (with no term limit on exec-
utive directors of boards) was defeated (111 yes, 241 no). 
On Tuesday morning, the General Church Board offered 
a new recommendation, changing the title of the section 
from "Tenure" to "Terms," with the following wording: 
"The terms [rather than "term"] for General Church 
Administrators are [rather than "is"] six years, subject to 
evaluation every two years." The recommendation was 
adopted by more than the required two-thirds vote. 
Considerable debate focused on the line of accountability 
for the executive directors of the Board for World Mis-
sions, Board for Media Ministries, Board for Stewardship 
Services and Jacob Engle Foundation. Currently each 
executive director is accountable to the chair of the appro-
priate board. The recommendation from the General 
Church Board introduced on Tuesday proposed a change: 
"The Executive Directors will be administratively account-
able to the General Secretary. Both will be in consultation 
and communication with the chair of the appropriate 
board." Lunch interrupted the debate, which resumed on 
Wednesday afternoon. A motion to amend, making the 
executive director of the Board for Media Ministries 
accountable to the chair of the board, was offered but 
failed. A second motion, which had the effect of retaining 
the present accountability through the chair of the boards, 
also failed. After a motion to close debate passed, the rec-
ommendation was adopted. 
"Article XII—Board of Appeals" was adopted by a strong 
voice vote after considerable discussion and some amend-
ing of the original recommendation. 
• Warren Hoffman was confirmed as the new General Sec-
retary, and was installed on Wednesday afternoon, as part of 
the closing session. Craig Sider was confirmed as the new 
bishop of the Atlantic and Southeast Regional Conferences, 
and was installed on Wednesday morning. Bishop John Byers 
was elected as Assistant Moderator for the 1996-98 biennium. 
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sin. It 's a fine line, I know. But 1 long for 
affirmation and vision, for leadership and 
grace. 
I grieve our whiteness, regardless of my 
name! 
I grieve our mistreatment of women and 
our neglect of their/our gifts. The language 
of the Conference is decidedly, exclusively 
male. It 's a bad witness of the kingdom of 
God. It misrepresents God as does our lack 
of racial diversity. 
We are spending inordinate amounts of 
time on issues of "order" (parliamentary, I 
guess) . We are miss ing too much . When 
shall we gather to talk about how to address 
racism, poverty, how to lead in the chal-
lenging pluralism of our time, etc., etc., etc. 
G o d ' s love for us is eve rywhere , sur-
rounding us every moment. I 'm glad to hear 
stories of this. 
Gwen White 
Circle of Hope (Pa.) congregation 
Eight years ago, here at Azusa, Gener-al Conference adopted a "first read-ing" of a purpose statement for the 
BOA (now the General Conference Board). 
Much has happened in the four Conferences 
since then: 1990 at Messiah, 1992 at Mc-
Masters, 1994 at Messiah, 1996 at Azusa. 
Seven words in that purpose statement 
have emerged as crucial: "within the will of 
the General Conference" (Article VI, Section 
1, p. 38 of the 1994 Manual of Doctrine and 
Government). But in these last four Confer-
ences there has been a lessening of opportu-
nities for the General Conference to express 
its will. 
I am heartened to note that, as of July 3, 
1996, our Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment states (Article I, Section 1, A., p. 24): 
"Supervisory, legislative, and policy-mak-
ing powers are vested in the General Con-
ference." 
Until such t ime as General Conference 
redefines itself, it continues to have the ulti-
mate responsibility to fulfill its obligations 
for the Brethren in Christ. 
Wilmer Heisey 
Cross Roads (Pa.) congregation 
Being fair ly new to the Brethren in Christ (6 1/2 years), this was my first General Confe rence as well as the 
first for my wife Joanie. I came as a delegate 
and Joanie was an alternate. 
Throughout my Christian experience, I 
have been involved with church leadership at 
various levels. I was greatly pleased with 
the Christ-like atti-
t u d e w h i c h w a s 
ever-present during 
the business meet-
i n g s . I w i t n e s s e d 
w h a t I f e l t w a s a 
t r u e e x a m p l e of 
Romans 12:10 put 
into p rac t ice : "Be 
d e v o t e d to o n e 
another in brotherly 
love ; g ive p r e f e r -
ence to one another 
in honor" (NASB). 
I f e l t t h a t t he 
theme, "For His Glory," was truly carried 
out and inter-woven throughout the entire 
Conference. As individuals talked with each 
other in meal lines, at dinner tables, and dur-
ing breaks, it was evident that bringing and 
giving glory to God was uppermost in the 
minds of the people. 
Joanie and I are public school teachers 
and are involved with the youth of our own 
congregation. For this reason, we were very 
pleased to see the way in which the children 
of our families were so warmly cared for 
during the Conference. 
On Tuesday, July 2, we attended the beach 
party (which happened to be held at our 
favorite beach). What a joy it was to be with 
families from all over Canada and the Unit-
ed States. The fellowship was wonderful and 
the food was great. An added blessing was to 
witness three young people from our own 
congregation being baptized in the largest 
"baptismal" in the world—the Pacific Ocean. 
To close our evening we were blessed with a 
concert by the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ 
youth band and a vocal concert by Danielle 
Price. Pastor Lynn Thrush wrapped up the 
evening with a powerful message. 
I f ind it diff icult to describe in simple 
Craig Sider (shown with his 
wife Laura) was installed as 
bishop of the Atlantic and 
Southeast Regional Confer-
ences. A 1981 graduate of 
Brock University, he 
received his M.Div. degree 
from Asbury Seminary in 
1985. Since then he has 
been a church-planting pas-
tor in Oakville, a suburb of 
Toronto. Harvey Sider (left) 
and Don Shafer conducted 
the installation. Behind the 
Siders is Eugene Wingert, 
representing the Atlantic 
Conference. (The Southeast 
Conference representive 
was standing behind Harvey 
Sider). 
Don and Marlene Shafer 
were honored at a reception 
Sunday afternoon, as Don 
completes his second term 
as General Secretary. 
Greeting them is Arthur M. 
Climenhaga, who, like Don, 
served as both bishop and 
General Secretary. Next in 
line is Bishop Emeritus 
Alvin C. Burkholder. 
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Among the Tuesday 
afternoon/evening 
activity options was a 
beach baptismal service. 
The children's activities 
during Conference fea-
tured a nautical theme. 
words the worship services; the congrega-
tional singing, the messages, the stories, and 
the magnificent Sunday night service with 
the choir and readers. 
Yes, it was our first Conference, and Lord 
willing, it won' t be our last. 
Don Clucas 
Alta Loma (Calif.) congregation 
Ahighlight for me was attending the grass roo ts f o r u m d i scuss ing the i s s u e s t h a t w o m e n f a c e in o u r 
denomination. It was important for me as a 
man to join with my sisters and other broth-
ers in seeking to f ind crea t ive ways for 
women to serve our church. 
Lou Astuto 
Harrisburg (Pa.) congregation 
It has been so good to be able to participate in G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
again this year. I have felt 
that a good at t i tude and 
spirit has prevailed. There 
is a genuine openness to 
working together at deter-
mining the mind of Christ. 
I have been reminded of 
the real need for General 
Conference—to be togeth-
er, speak with one another, 
listen to one another, pray 
with one another, and fel-
lowship/worship with one 
a n o t h e r . W e n e e d o n e 
another and to work with 
the whole body. 
Some might feel much 
of our t ime is t r ivial or 
"poli t ics ." Really it 's all 
significant and important. I am glad we take 
time for all aspects of General Conference. 
For me personally it has been thrilling to 
have had my seven-year-old son, Samuel, 
along with me. He has enjoyed the children's 
program and making new friends across the 
d e n o mi n a t i o n . T h a n k s to all those w h o 
worked hard with our children and youth. 
Reflecting on Conference, I believe it is 
critical that we listen to and understand all 
perspect ives and realize that each one is 
wanted and important. As in any large fam-
ily there are different ideas, but each family 
member is important, needs to contribute, 
and feel like they are a member of the fami-
iy. 
Thank the Lord for our leaders and dele-
gates for taking the time and making the 
investment to be here this General Confer-
ence. 
Darrell Winger 
Stayner (Ont.) congregation 
Ihave always thoroughly enjoyed the busi-ness of General Conference. It is fasci-nating to hear the variety of perspectives 
and to feel the sense of resolution that comes 
when an issue arrives at closure (the intensi-
ty of which being directly proportional to 
the energy expended.) 
This past Conference has been particular-
ly mean ingfu l f rom a relat ional point of 
view, as I was blessed with the opportunity 
to repair some f r iendships that had been 
growing distant. I have learned that in the 
economy of life, people are all that matter! 
Relat ionships , like our re la t ionship with 
Christ, are eternal; things, like Conference 
business and many of the decisions, will 
likely pass away, as old Minutes amply illus-
trate. 
General Conference is my opportunity to 
enjoy the Brethren in Christ community. I 
suspect the energy harnessed there will 
endure forever. 
Glenn Robitaille 
Ashland (Ohio) congregation 
Every biennial General Conference has a personality and identity of its own. (The same is true of every annual 
Regional Conference.) This Conference too 
has its own personality. The inspirational 
sessions have inspired and challenged me. 
The mus ic—wel l , I have said more than 
once that 1 accept "contemporary" music 
intellectually. If I am to sing "to serve the 
p r e sen t age my ca l l i ng to f u l f i l l " wi th 
integrity, I have to accept it. But I did appre-
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ciate and enjoy and enter into the "tradition-
al" music on Wednesday morning. The busi-
ness sess ions—wel l , I never cease to be 
amazed at how we can disagree with each 
other and still love each other, and still work 
together. God 's work, his church, is going 
forward, sometimes through and because of 
us, and somet imes in spite of us. That is 
humbl ing, f r igh ten ing , cha l lenging . God 
bless us each and everyone, and keep us true 
to him until Jesus comes. 
David E Climenhaga 
Messiah Village (Pa.) congregation 
Ineed to preface my comments by stating that I have not been here as a delegate, but rather as an observer/spouse/vaca-
tioner. Therefore, I haven' t spent much time 
on the Conference floor during business ses-
sions. I have found that not all of Conference 
business occurs on the floor! 
Worship times have been wonderful, with 
the glory of a multitude of voices raised in 
song, the challenge of sermons, the connec-
tion through communion artd footwashing. 
I am encouraged that Conference began 
with a concert of prayer—and hope that at 
fu tu re mee t ings , the role of in tercessory 
prayer will be emphasized. It would be won-
derful to have a specific intercessor for each 
delegate and leader, since we need to hear 
f rom God to make the wisest choices. I can 
imagine that many things would be different 
if these intercessors were in prayer during 
each business session. 
I have appreciated the informal "work" 
of Conference at meal time and recreational 
activit ies and I bel ieve that these are the 
times that the real business—of building up 
a community—occurs . 
As a woman interested in seeing more 
gender equity in our denomination, I have 
mixed reactions. I was encouraged that 20 
persons attended the grass roots forum I led 
regarding M C C women ' s concerns. It was 
good to network and share ideas with both 
my sisters and my brothers. 
I have been discouraged by the use of 
male gender words in sessions and worship. 
Also discouraging was the fact that only men 
served communion. I don ' t believe that hav-
ing a female deliver the [communion] ser-
mon "makes up" for such an oversight. 
Language and words are so important— 
and the use of male pronouns and images of 
God has a profound impact on all of us. I 
wish that the Conference theme had been 
"Fo r G o d ' s G lo ry , " ins tead of "Fo r His 
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Glory." We lose out on all of 
the fullness of God if we limit 
o u r s e l v e s to G o d ' s m a l e 
traits. 
I also feel a need to exhort 
my sisters to speak up. If we 
want equity we all need to 
work at it, or else both gen-
d e r s b e c o m e v i c t i m s of a 
church using only part of its 
gifts. I feel discouraged that 
so few women spoke up on 
the Conference floor. In spite of history and 
language and patriarchy, we need to gather 
our courage and use our voices, so as not to 
fall into the cycle of feeling like a victim. 
I need to express my deepest apprecia-
tion to Harvey Sider for his words of apolo-
gy (which addressed the topic of male gen-
der words as mentioned above). I am very 
grateful for his sensitivity and willingness 
to admit to mistakes and oversights. I am 
also aware that he will no doubt get lots of 
negative feedback for his comments. I pray 
that all of us who have gathered here for 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e wi l l h a v e s i m i l a r 
courage to speak for what is right. 
Lastly, I say "So what?" We 've passed 
resolutions, passed on ideas, etc. But what 
are we going to do with it? How do we keep 
ourselves, as individuals, as local bodies of 
believers, as a denomination, accountable to 
act on our own decisions? I hope the answer 
to "so what?" will be each part of our body 
acting toward maturing, towards our goal of 
being Christ-like, for God's glory! 
Anne Findlay-Chamberlain 
Harrisburg (Pa.) congregation 
The Monday evening 
Communion Service 
featured footwashing 
alfresco for the men, 
with indoor accom-
modations for the 
women. 
Thanks to everyone 
who contributed their 
reflections on General 
Conference. 
The response was 
greater than we had 
expected, and we unfor-
tunately did not have 
space to print all the 
comments we received. 
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continued from page 2 
Now FOR THE RESULTS of the 1996 Denominational Quiz Finals, held during General Conference in California. Ten 
t e a m s p a r t i c i p a t e d — t w o f r o m A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e 
(Paramount and Mount Rock), three from Atlantic Conference 
(Elizabethtown, Manheim, and Hershey), two from Central Con-
ference (Nappanee and Fairview), one from Pacific Conference 
(Upland), and two from Susquehanna Conference (Grantham 
and Dillsburg). At the end of the tournament the final standings 
were Upland—tenth; Hershey—ninth; Elizabethtown—eighth; 
M a n h e i m — s e v e n t h ; D i l l sbu rg—six th ; F a i r v i e w — f i f t h ; 
Grantham—fourth; Paramount—third; Nappanee—second, and 
Mount Rock—first. 
Two groups of individual quizzers were recognized. The top 
ten quizzers in the tournament each received a medallion. These 
included Ben Bixler (Grantham), tenth; Jenny Kipe (Paramount), 
ninth; Carrie Hoffman (Elizabethtown), eighth; Megan Dourte 
(Manheim), seventh; Meghan Feeney (Hershey), sixth; Kim 
Stoermann (Nappanee), fifth; Gina Jenkins (Fairview), fourth: 
Scott Benedict (Mount Rock), third; Kimberly Kipe (Para-
mount), second; and Erica Brubaker (Dillsburg), first. In addition 
Carrie Hoffman was honored with the Quizzers' Choice Award, 
and Meghan Feeney was honored as the top first-year quizzer. 
The second group of individuals to be honored was com-
prised of the top quizzer on each team and the members of the 
championship team. Dorothy Gish, acting academic dean at 
Messiah College, presented $500 scholarships to each of the 
following: top quizzers: Scott Benedict (Mount Rock), Ben 
Bixler (Grantham), Erica Brubaker (Dillsburg), Megan Dourte 
(Manheim), Meghan Feeney (Hershey), Gretchen Fagg (Up-
land), Carrie Hoffman (Elizabethtown), Gina Jenkins (Fairview), 
Kimberly Kipe (Paramount), and Kim Stoermann (Nappanee); 
members of the championship team: Julie Bradford, Megan 
Benedict, Scott Benedict, Brian Flewelling, Rebecca Heisey, 
and Stuart Heisey. 
With the completion of the 1996 Denominational Finals, quizzing for this year is finished. However, quiz teams are 
already gearing up for next year's quizzing on the Gospel of 
Matthew. Churches interested in starting a Bible quizzing min-
istry are encouraged to contact their regional conference quiz-
master or the denominational quizmaster as soon as possible. 
Teams should begin work by November 1, although many will 
start much earlier. Quizmasters are as follows: Allegheny— 
Bible Quizzing 
at General Conference 
DILLSBURG (Front row) Naomi Spurrier, Sara Cosey, Mel Brough 
(coach), Rachel Spurrier, Tim Lawver. (Back row) Erica Brubaker, 
Cheryl Kaujfman (coach), Jason Brubaker, Dan Brubaker 
ELIZABETHTOWN (Bottom row) Carrie Hoffman, Nate Shumaker, 
Phil Buckwalter (coach), Kelly Riser. (Middle row) Amy Hoffman, 
Brooke Hoffman, Donna Buckwalter (coach). (Top) Laurel Hoffman. 
FAIRVIEW (Front row) Samantha Cassel, Gina Jenkins, 
Rachel Cassel. (Back row) Luann Robinson (coach), Cindy 
Robinson, Miranda Cassel, Sharon Cassel (coach). 
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GRANTHAM (Front row) Eddie Asbury, Harriet Bicksler 
(coach), Richard Spotts. (Back row) Ben Bixler, Matt Spurrier, 
Marcus Yeatts (coach), Jeremy Spicher. 
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Clint Stouffer (301) 714-1346; Atlantic—Arlin Buckwalter (717) 
664-3006; Canada—Aubrey Hawton (705) 325-4988; C e n t r a l -
Bonnie Walker (810) 636-7928; Southeast—Wanda Gibson 
(703) 434-1132; Susquehanna—Esther Spurrier (717) 432-9850; 
and denominational—John Sider (717) 697-1597. • 
NAPPANEE (Front row) Christy Stoermann, Lynn Gruenewald, 
Rachel Hoover, Kim Stoermann, Linda Pierce (coach). (Back 
row) Tim Thomas (coach), Wendy Hoover, Esther Rosentrater, 
Ruth Rosentrater, Candy Thomas. 
MANHEIM (Front row) Deidra Blichen, Adrienne Good, James 
Eyster, Megan Dourte. (Back row) Doneen Dourte (coach), 
Kristen Funk, Sheila Tyson, Scott Garman (Coach), Kathy Tyson 
(coach). 
PARAMOUNT (Front row) Julie Stauffer, Janelle Stauffer, 
Jenny Kipe, Kimberly Kipe. (Back row) Tina Horst (coach), 
Vickie Stauffer (coach), Jeff Stauffer. 
MT. ROCK (Front row) Megan Benedict, Rebecca Heisey, Julie 
Bradford. (Back row) Scott Benedict, Brian Flewelling, Stuart 
Heisey, Rick Morris (coach). 
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UPLAND (Front row) Sharon Nelson, Gretchen Fagg. (Middle 
row) Becky Stump, Becky Lehman. (Back row) Chris Anderson, 
Annie Musser, Karen Haney (coach), Scott Stump (coach). 
r 
HERSHEY (Front row) Carrie Messick, Patti McMuIlen, 





a rousing success 
by George Hostetler 
It was an hour before opening time on 
June 26 when they began to pour onto 
the campus at 800 W. Arrow Highway, 
Upland, Calif. Coming from many loca-
tions across North America, Hawaii, and 
seven dif ferent countries around the 
world, they gathered on the old Upland 
College and Academy campus for a once-
in-a-lifetime reunion. 
"They're chattering like a bunch of 
bluejays and they're as happy as larks," 
one reunion attendee commented. "This 
must be what heaven will be like!" said 
another. 
The excitement was contagious— 
shouts of recognition, heartfelt hugging, 
many long-lost friends seeing each other 
for the first time in 30, 40, or even 50 
years. 
The first day was spent registering, 
chatting, posing for official and unoffi-
cial pictures, and browsing through an 
outstanding memorabilia display. It ended 
with a banquet, with former Board of 
Trustees chairman Dwight Bert as master 
of ceremonies. The banquet was held in 
the newly-renovated gymnasium, filled 
from wall to wall with over 500 cele-
brants. 
One banquet attendee was identified 
as Viola Raser, who graduated from the 
class of 1922. The remaining alumni 
ranged through all the years, up to the 
last class in 1965. 
The second day began with a Convo-
cation Chapel with John Martin, the last 
president of Upland College, presiding. 
Speeches were presented by Kay Boyer, 
wife of the late Dr. Ernest Boyer; Dr. 
Mary Helen Haas, alumni member dis-
tinguished in the field of education; and 
Dr. Daniel Chamberlain. Houghton Col-
lege president. Congregational singing 
was led by Ron Long. A memorial for 
Beulah/Upland College and Academy 
faculty and staff who have gone to their 
reward was led by former Upland Col-
lege president Arthur Climenhaga. The 
chapel ended with a benediction by Alvin 
Burkholder, son of Christian Burkholder, 
founding president of Beulah College. 
A picnic lunch on the "quad" was fol-
lowed by tours of the campus. During 
lunch and throughout the reunion event, 
many individual class reunions were held 
at locations on and off the campus. 
The event was culminated by a music 
program planned and directed by Carole 
(Haldeman) Engle and Dr. Royce Saltz-
man. The program, chaired by William 
Haldeman, featured seven Upland Col-
lege and Academy mens and ladies quar-
tets, the original Motet Choir, and a mass 
alumni choir. (The quartets ranged from 
the late 1940s to the last years before the 
closing of the college in June of 1965.) 
A video tape produced by Graybill 
Brubaker tells the Beulah/Upland College 
story. This tape may be obtained by writ-
ing Pacific Christian Center (see the 
address below). Please include a dona-
tion (tax-deductible) of not less than $ 16 
with check or money order payable to 
Pacific Christian Center. 
Also available is a photo directory of 
the people at the reunion (produced by 
Ray Musser). The directory has 537 pic-
tures and 562 names and addresses. Extra 
copies of this directory may be obtained 
from Pacific Christian Center, also with a 
donation of $16. 
Pacific Christian Center, new owner 
of the campus, is a ministry of the Pacif-
ic Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Soon after the celebrated repur-
chase of the property in late May of 1994, 
the campus was rededicated to Christian 
service and given its new name. Address 
questions and comments to Pacific Chris-
tian Center, 800 West Arrow Highway, 
Upland, CA 91786. Phone (909) 981-
1965. • 
Present activities on the Upland College campus 
Following are some of the activities and ministries using the campus. These 
activities bring in sufficient income to pay for debt retirement and operational 
expenses (approximately $20,000 per month). 
Brethren in Christ Offices: The Brethren in Christ Pacific Conference Bishop's 
offices, Pacific Lifeline office, Pacific Christian Center office. Pacific Conference 
Archives, and Upland College Archives occupy various spaces. 
Pacific Lifeline: This ministry to single mothers with dependent children occu-
pies the entire renovated "Sierra Vista dormitory" (capacity: seven to nine families). 
The future expansion into "Summerland dormitory" is being contemplated. 
Brethren in Christ Sports Leagues: Brethren in Christ basketball and volleyball 
leagues seasonally utilize the gymnasium. 
Elementary School: Harvard Place School, a secular K-8 school, occupies the 
entire "U-building," part of the "Educational building," the classrooms at the west 
end of the gymnasium, and has part time use of the chapel and the gymnasium. 
Faith Fellowship: This non-denominational evangelical church occupies the 
chapel and classroom space on a part time basis. 
Other Church Groups: A Filipino Catholic group and an Indonesian Seventh 
Day Adventist group have regularly scheduled meetings and seminars in the gym-
nasium and two conference rooms in "Summerland dormitory." 
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IT IS HARD TO PUT INTO WORDS h o w grateful we are for your financial sup-port and prayers for us while we were 
in Venezue l a . This t r ip will f o r eve r 
change our lives. It has broadened our 
view of the world. We experienced a dif-
ferent culture, spoke a language other 
than English, saw missionaries in real 
action, met people who love the same 
Jesus as we do, and we got to love them. 
It was hard to leave when the time 
c a m e because of the f r i endsh ip s we 
formed in those two weeks. There was 
Vanessa, Nestor, Nelson, Madellia, and 
Nixon, all of whom were involved with 
the Venezuelan Brethren in Christ youth. 
We did a lot of activities with them like 
climbing a mountain and camping out 
under the stars, and hearing of God work-
ing in their lives. They showed us their 
city and shared their homes and gener-
ous hospitality with us. 
W e w e r e ab le to s h a r e w i th the 
Venezuelan people as well. As a team we 
conducted two street ministries in drama, 
music, and testimony, and distributed 
over 100 tracts. We spent one day at an 
orphanage playing with the children, who 
seemed to absorb the attention. Another 
day we were at a ranch for street kids and 
did some painting in the ranch buildings. 
We also painted one of the Venezuelan's 
homes. Bob Pringle, one of the Brethren 
in Christ missionaries, needed his apart-





by Marleen and Joleen Sider 
will return to Caracas after a year fur-
lough with his new Venezuelan bride.) 
We were at three of our four churches in 
Venezuela. The Cagua Church was spe-
cial for us to see because our dad was 
there five years ago as a member of a 
Brethren in Christ work team. He helped 
in the construction of the church. We met 
ministry in Caracas, Venezuela 
a lady that remembered our dad. That was 
real neat. 
We got to live with and interact with 
the missionaries in Caracas. This gave us 
a new appreciation for them and what 
they sacrifice to be there. But we also saw 
them as human beings who have joys and 
problems just like us. They organized our 
events and entertained us royally. In the 
cost of our trip was our food expenses, so 
every evening (sometimes that meant 
8:00 p.m.) we found ourselves at a restau-
rant in Caracas. This may seem expen-
sive, but the food was very cheap in com-
parison to what you would expect at 
home. We enjoyed getting to taste differ-
ent dishes as well as some very familiar 
ones. 
This experience will go with us for 
life. It has put a taste of missions in our 
blood and those who have been there say 
it never leaves. We would love to go 
back. Maybe God will lead us in that 
direction someday. 
I hope you have felt a part of our trip 
through this article. You made it possible 
for us to experience something that we 
will never forget. We really want to thank 
you for your love, prayers, and support. 
Joleen (left) and Marleen Sider, twin sis-
ters and students at Niagara Christian College 
who shared in a March "Out-Break" trip to 
Venezuela, wrote this report for Brethren in 
Christ World Missions in response to a contribu-
tion the mission made toward their expenses to 
go to Venezuela. Funds are available for youth 
who qualify and desire a short-term missions 
experience. For more information, write to the 
Associate Director of Brethren in Christ World 
Missions, P.O. Box 390, Grantham, PA 17027. 
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A "home " on the street in La Calzada. Street 
children may riot have even this much of a home 
burden for 
children 
M I elanie became a Christian during family devotions when she was 1 six y e a r s o ld . She has been 
blessed with a Christian heritage, growing 
up with godly parents and strong biblical 
teaching. Both her fa ther and mother 
serve in the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Melanie has an older sister, Sheryl who 
with her husband work as youth coun-
selors for church agencies. 
A sensing of God's call on her life to 
work with street children has been a pro-
cess, revealed through a variety of situa-
tions. It all began when Melanie spent her 
jun ior year at Messiah College as an 
exchange student in Nairobi, Kenya. Dur-






Bethany Christian Village of Col-
orado Springs has an opening for a per-
manent director. This is an assisted Care 
Living Program with a spiritual empha-
sis. 
Qualifications needed for this posi-
tion include: leadership ability, relation-
al skills, management skills including 
both budgetary and personnel, and love 
of the elderly. 
Applications will be accepted. Inter-
views are planned for the second week 
of September. Please submit your cur-
rent interest, qualifications, and curricu-
lum vitae by August 30 to Dr. Floyd 
Miller, Chairman of the Board, Bethany 
Christian Village, 1440 East Fountain 
Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80910. Or 
you may contact the Village at (719) 
473-1215. 
adapt ing to a d i f fe ren t 
culture—the people, the 
c u s t o m s , the e n v i r o n -
ment. God began to give 
her a heartfelt burden for 
the street children with 
whom she came into con-
tact in downtown Nairo-
bi. Melanie found herself 
praying more and more 
for these dear children of 
God and praying for God's leading, think-
ing he may be preparing her for future 
ministry in Africa with street children. 
As a s en io r at M e s s i a h C o l l e g e , 
Melanie began to research mission oppor-
tunities for working with children in 
Africa. Through an African Children's 
Choir concert at Messiah, God began 
opening a door of opportunity, one that 
she had never dreamed of. The African 
Children's Choir is a group of orphaned 
and destitute children from East Africa 
who come to the West as ambassadors of 
Christ and of other needy children in the 
world. Melanie applied to travel with a 
choir as a chaperone and later accepted a 
position to tour with them for 17 months. 
Melanie's love for children and her desire 
to work with street children has deepened 
through this experience. 
Proverbs 16:9 says, "In his heart a man 
plans his course, but the Lord determines 
his steps." How true Melanie has found 
this to be. One week after she returned 
home from traveling with the choir. Jack 
McClane discussed with her the opportu-
nity to serve in Bogota, Colombia, in a 
church-based community development 
project which involves outreach to street 
children. After a lot of prayer and a two-
w e e k v is i t to B o g o t a , God s h o w e d 
Melanie that serving in Bogota is his next 
step for her. 
Melanie will be part of a team working 
in a depressed area of Bogota called La 
Calzada. The Brethren in Christ have 
planted a church in this community and 
the goal is to bring people to Christ and 
help them rehabilitate their lives. Many of 
the men and women are drug addicts, 
drug dealers, prostitutes, or alcoholics. 
The goal is to help them turn from their 
old lifestyles to a new life in Christ. The 
team wants to equip them with skills 
which will enable them to earn a healthy, 
honest living for themselves and their 
families. The team will strive to restore 
broken families and find healthy Christian 
families for children who have no family. 
Melanie says, "We want to be the chan-
nels through which God's mercy, love, 
joy, salvation, hope, healing, and grace 
f low and flood the hearts of those to 
whom we minister." 
After August 19, Melanie will be at the Rio 
Grande Bible Institute in Edinburg, Texas, for 
a period of language study. 
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od aP work in our world 
'We were thrilled to 
receive this letter." 
Alvin and Thata Book, founding mission-
ary/pastoral couple of the Cagua Brethren in 
Christ Church—Cagua, Venezuela 
Johnny and Arlene Leon, the pastoral 
couple of the Cagua, Venezuela church 
wrote the following to Alvin and Thata 
Book, founding missionary pastoral cou-
ple of the Cagua church. "The 10th of 
March we celebrated the 9th anniversary 
of the beginning of services (Sunday 
school and worship). We made a pact 
with the Lord of fidelity, to live in holi-
ness and close the doors to Satan in our 
lives. Sixty-eight of us knelt before the 
Lord. It was a great blessing. I preached 
about the prodigal son and Braulio was 
reconciled with the Lord." Some of the 
requests for prayer were: "The advance-
ment of the work—we are 68 persons and 
the meeting room is small. We are look-
ing for a tent for the meetings.. . . At the 
end of April we want to start working 
hard in the evangelism of all of Cagua— 
the plazas, commercial centers, homes, 
etc.... The cells in homes in addition to 
cells in Maracay and Ciudad Jardin— 
we have opened three more in Corinsa. 
And we are more than 40 meeting in 
these. The spiritual growth of the con-
gregation—Arlene and I are emphasiz-
ing discipleship and ministry. For our-
selves—wisdom from the Lord to direct 
the church; vision from him and that we 
make his will ours, and the unction of the 
Spirit in our lives.... Arlene and I feel sat-
isfied to continue the work which you 
started in this city. Here you are loved 
much and are remembered with love.... 
Greetings to our brothers and sisters in 
Pennsylvania." 
Thata Book writes, "We were thrilled 
to receive this letter from Pastor Johnny. 
He mentioned Braulio returning to the 
Lord. Braulio came to the Lord while we 
were there, but had been backslidden for 
some time. We were so happy for that 
word. During our time there I don't think 
we ever averaged 68 in attendance. PTL 
The chain of death broken 
George and Rachel Kibler—Choma, Zambia 
Some weeks ago the women of our 
church went to the village of Mrs. Moono 
to share in her grief. There are so many 
funerals, but this one was unpredictable in 
that her grandchild died on a Tuesday, 
her ten-year-old son died on Saturday, 
and the following Tuesday her daughter, 
the mother of the grandchild who had 
died, died also. 
I cannot tell you how heavy my heart 
was as we went to her village. Her hus-
band had passed away some time ago. 
We did the usual: walked into the village 
and sat down on the ground at a place 
indicated to us. We sang several songs of 
encouragement. Then we were invited 
into the small building which is her house. 
Her bedroom had one window, about 
twelve inches by twelve inches. It took 
some minutes for my eyes to adjust to the 
darkness in the room. She was lying on 
the floor, stripped to the waist which is 
common at a time of grieving. Beside her 
was another daughter who was sick. 
We sang more songs and it wasn ' t 
long until the feeling of hopelessness 
began to d isappear and Mrs . Moono 
began to talk about what was happening 
in her village. I was asked to speak, but I 
deferred to one of the Zambian women 
who, a few years ago, lost a daughter and 
grandchild and son-in-law in just a few 
months. She spoke well and shared from 
her heart of how God had carried her 
through her experience. 
I was again asked to say a few words 
and pray before we left. I don't remember 
what I shared, but when it was time to 
pray, I hardly knew how to pray. I do 
recall that I felt I should pray that this 
chain of death that had come to this vil-
lage would be broken. Words seemed so 
empty at that point—even prayer words. I 
did pray for the family and that God 
would intervene and break this chain of 
death. When these kinds of things happen, 
fear often takes over in a village. 
I didn't know until a day or two later 
that by the time we left the village, God 
had begun to answer that prayer, and the 
daughter who was sick was feeling better 
and was soon completely well. That, of 
course did not take away the pain of los-
ing those who had died but the chain of 
death was broken. Praise God! 
"Offering Sunday" 
John Sider reports for Jermeah Murmu— 
Bihar, India 
A few days ago J e rmeah M u r m u 
( L u k e ' s son) sent a good letter . We 
thought you'd be interested in his report 
from Rajdhani and Barkibari where (as 
in several other areas) a special Sunday 
was designated as "Offering Sunday." 
Jermeah 's assignment has changed to 
"pastor" rather than "church planter" and 
the kind of leadership which he is giving 
to these older congregations indicates that 
it is a good move. He is also continuing in 
outreach—one area being Tirapanna, a 
village south of Sarsi, where there are 
several new Christian families. 
Fo lks at R a j d h a n i and B a r k i b a r i 
responded well to the sys tem of the 
"handful offering"—each time the rice or 
wheat is prepared for the meal, a handful 
is set aside in a special container. Over a 
period of time, that accumulates and is 
then brought as a special offering. The 
offerings to date: 
Rajdhani: 
35 kg wheat 
5 kg wheat flour 
72 kg rice 
1078 rupees ($36) 
Barkibari: 
11 kg wheat 
7 kg corn 
500 rupees ($17) 
Jermeah adds, "This has never hap-
pened before at Rajdhani and Barkibari. 
Praise the Lord!" • 
WEF sponsors Day 
of Prayer for Perse-
cuted Churches 
The World Evangelical 
Fellowship (WEF) has an-
nounced that it will be spon-
soring an International Day 
of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church on Sept. 29, 1996. 
Despite the rapid growth 
in the number of democra-
cies worldwide over the past 
several years, religious free-
doms have not increased but 
have clearly gotten worse. 
WEF believes that religious 
liberty is the foundation for 
all other human rights and 
therefore must be protected 
and promoted. 
In calling for this special 
day of prayer, Agustin B. 
Veneer, International Direc-
tor of WEF, said, "We are 
calling on believers every-
where to express their soli-
darity with Christians being 
persecuted for their faith by 
setting aside specific prayer 
time, especially during the 
congregational service. We 
know that this minor spiri-
tual duty is just one impor-
tant way we can show our 
support for those who are 
the targets of oppression." 
For more information, 
call the WEF Religious Lib-
erty Commission's Office in 
Mill Creek, Wash., (206) 
742-7923. • 
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Project aims to build racial 
awareness as new church 
rises on ashes of old 
by Jody Miller Shearer 
Just past Tuscaloosa, Alabama, on my 
way to Boligee, the radio news reports 
another black church has burned down. 
Mt. Zoar and two other Baptist churches 
near this small, rural town fell to flames, 
one in December 1995 and two in January 
this year. 
Following initial inquiries by nearby 
Mennonites, Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS) agreed to coordinate the re-build-
ing effort at Mt. Zoar Baptist, the con-
gregation with the least financial resource 
of those burned in the area. 
I arrive on the work site in the midst of 
a torrential downpour. Water gathers on 
the red clay packed around the newly-
laid block foundation. I am reminded that 
this earth, already sticking to my shoes, 
has never been easy to till. Sharecroppers 
knew that 30 years ago. The Choctaw and 
other Native peoples knew it years before 
that. This land holds history like the clay 
holds water. It can sit for a long time 
without going anywhere. 
MDS has set up a small village here. 
Seven trailers, including two mobi le 
A report at General Confer-
ence noted that youth groups 
from the Elizabethtown, Lancas-
ter, and Pequea Brethren in 
Christ congregations in Pennsyl-
vania have assisted in rebuilding 
black churches in the South. 
homes, will house the long-term team of 
nine and the 20- to 30-member youth 
groups who will assist the re-building 
project this summer. Although their pres-
ence probably more than triples the pop-
ulat ion in the immedia te area, three 
decades ago that would not have been the 
case. 
After voting rights were fully realized 
nearly three decades ago, white landown-
ers forcibly removed the black share-
croppers. The only thing the sharecrop-
pers did not have to move were the 
church buildings they owned. The sites, 
though now physically removed from the 
congregations, remain deeply significant 
to them in both a cultural and religious 
sense. Whoever chose to burn Mt. Zoar— 
whether in drunken spite or calculated 
h a t e — a l s o knew the h i s to ry . T h o s e 
responsible apparently forgot, however, 
that the real church can't be destroyed by 
flames. 
Upon entering the main MDS mobile 
home unit, I hear a meeting well under-
way. Rev. Arthur Coleman, Mt. Zoar 's 
pastor, and MDS personnel discuss details 
of funding, construction, and coordina-
tion. Control of the project finances and 
design remains secure in the hands of 
Rev. Coleman and Deacon Bobby Davis. 
"That was a very deliberate decision 
on our part," notes MDS program coor-
dinator Tom Smucker. "There's no ques-
tion that we're coming in here as a pow-
erful white organization. Giving up some 
of the control we might otherwise keep 
helps even out the power imbalance a 
bit." 
After supper with the long-term team, 
1 ask what makes this project different. Is 
it the remoteness? The man-made nature 
of the disaster? Perhaps the local mix of 
politics made more volatile by the burn-
ings and considerable national attention 
paid to the area? 
"No, i t 's the media," says advance 
team member Art Smucker. "I 've never 
known an MDS project to have had so 
many different media personnel present 
so often." 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
for a conference on "Anabaptists in Conversation: Mennonite 
and Brethren Interaction with Twentieth-Century Theologies" 
The Young Center for the Study of Anabaptist and Pietist Groups 
Elizabethtown College, El izabethtown, PA 
June 19-21, 1997 
Conferees will explore the guiding impulses and driving forces behind Menno-
nite and Brethren theological developments in the twentieth century. Have those 
developments been shaped or driven more by tendencies (implicit or explicit) to iden-
tify with others' theologies, or more by impulses intrinsic within the Anabaptist 
and/or Pietist traditions? 
That question points to some broader ones: Is there a "theology in general," 
with Anabaptist-related theology (peace-church, free-church, specifically Mennonite, 
specifically Brethren, etc.) simply adding some extra distinctions? Or is every the-
ology specific to its particular set of assumptions and its own historical tradition? Is 
modern "Anabaptist" theology sui generis, or does it build on some foundation of 
mainline "theology in general" (Protestant orthodoxy, Catholic orthodoxy, the the-
ology of the classical creeds, Fundamentalism, neo-orthodoxy, Gordon Kaufman's 
post-orthodoxy, or whatever)? How did. or do, twentieth-century Mennonite and 
Brethren understandings relate to one or more of those traditions, or to others such 
as liberation theology and its variants, for instance African-American or feminist-ori-
ented theology? 
The conference planners may give some preference to proposals that deal with the 
rationalized thought implied in the word "theology," but they will also entertain pro-
posals that deal more with religious expression than with systematic thought—for 
instance, proposals to examine holiness, pentecostal, or charismatic influences. 
They especially invite papers that will relate in some way to keeping a gospel of 
peace at the theological center. 
Please address proposals to: 
June 1997 Conference 
The Young Center 
Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-2298 
Tel: (717) 361-1470: FAX: (717) 361-1443; E-mail: Youngctr@acad.etown.edu 
Deadline for proposals: December 1, 1996. Later proposals may or may not be 
considered. 
Theron F. Schlabach, Conference Director; schlabtf@acad.etown.edu 
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Work on the Mount Zoar Baptist Church near Boligee, Ala., is progressing rapidly and 
has drawn news crews from around the world. Here a cameraman films youth at work 
on the project in early July. Ten youth groups are scheduled to help out on the MDS 
project this summer. 
Other members of the team nod their 
heads in affirmation and launch into sto-
ries of their encounters with both local 
and national members of the media. They 
have already been visited by the local 
paper and news stations as well as a 
reporter from the Chicago Tribune and a 
TV crew from a national network. 
During team training the next day, we 
spend considerable time talking about 
how to respond to the media—what to 
say, how to say it, who will do the talking. 
So far both the coverage itself and the 
local response has been positive. 
"They keep asking us why we're doing 
this," chuckles construction foreman Vir-
gil Kauffman. "They can't quite figure us 
out." 
Despite the warm reception by both 
the whi te and b lack c o m m u n i t i e s in 
Boligee—attested to repeatedly by all 
team members—there remains the possi-
bility, however slight, of further violence. 
Team m e m b e r s d i scuss how best to 
respond should something unexpected 
happen. Some nervous laughter ripples 
through the group. The discussion quick-
ly turns serious. 
I detect no glory-seeking heroes in the 
MDS group. They know the true risk-tak-
ers and heroes in this story are the mem-
bers of Mt. Zoar and the numerous other 
churches already destroyed. MDS staffers 
will eventually go home. The members 
of Mt. Zoar are here to stay. 
Jane Kuepfer , who, along with her 
husband J.D., will coordinate the youth 
activities here this summer, compares the 
project to a "resurrection" of sorts. 
" I t ' s the c h u r c h r e - b u i l d i n g the 
church," she adds. 
Sparkling on the farm land around this 
Mt. Zoar resurrection work are catfish 
ponds too numerous to count. Members 
of the congregation plan to prepare a meal 
for the MDS volunteers with the bounty 
from these ponds each Wednesday night. 
A time for sharing stories will hopefully 
follow. 
As I leave the worksite, I cannot help 
but wonder what will result from these 
catfish meals. Certainly racism will not 
end. The church building will not be 
completed any sooner. It 's possible that 
stereotypes held by youth group mem-
bers may be challenged, but not neces-
sarily. Brief exposure does not always 
result in more open minds. 
Our church and society have too few 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a u t h e n t i c m u t u a l 
exchange across racial lines. These meals 
offer the possibility of change. 
As I leave, gobs of red clay stick to my 
shoes. The words of one of the local white 
Mennonites participating in the team's 
training also stick. 
"I've been here 30 years. This is some-
thing new. We 've never even thought 
about our white privileges while doing 
Although it is only summertime now, 
it is never too early to start thinking about 
the fall. Preparations are well on their way 
in anticipation of this year's Heritage Day 
festivities. On Saturday, October 5, we 
will be celebrating the 20th annual Her-
itage Day. This year ' s festivities will 
include many of the traditional favorites 
that have made Heritage Day such a huge 
success. The quilt auction always has lots 
to offer. If you want a bargain you really 
need to check out the silent auction. Once 
again there will be over 80 crafters with 
plenty of handmade goodies. Take a stroll 
and view the antique power engine, old 
cars, and spinning wheels, or just sit and 
relax and listen to the music while the 
children ride ponies or play games. 
Of course, the toughest choices to be 
made are all related to food. Do you want 
sausage or peameal, beef on week, or 
hamburgers, pizza or hot dogs, or do you 
other service projects in this community. 
I think it 's about time." 
Jody Miller Shearer is a racism awareness 
educator with MCC U.S. 
build up that hunger until the pig is roast-
ed? Dessert could include apple fritters, 
sugar waff les , or something f rom the 
baked goods table. No matter what you 
decide, you're sure to walk away satis-
fied. 
One new feature we have added is a 
drama presentation called "The Wonder 
of God." It is a contemporary Christian 
version of "The Wizard of Oz." You 
don't want to miss this. Be sure to invite 
your friends. Mark Saturday, October 5, 
on your calendar. The fun begins at 9:00 
a.m. with the breakfast booth and runs 
until 5:00 p.m. Admission is $2.00 (chil-
dren 12 and under are free). Heritage Day 
is sponsored by the NCC Auxiliary. Pro-
ceeds are used to support many special 
projects and needs at Niagara Christian 
Collegiate School. We look forward to 
seeing you in the fall.—Reported by Peter 
Kentie, Heritage Day Coordinator. • 
Niagara Christian Collegiate 
announces Fall Festival 
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John Keefer ordained 
Rev. John Keefer was or-
dained to the Christian min-
istry on Sunday, April 28, at 
the Big Valley Church. Belle-
ville, Pa. Rev. Henry A. Gin-
der preached the sermon, and 
Bishop John B. Hawbaker 
conducted the ordination ser-
vice and gave the charge to 
Rev. Keefer. Faithe Keefer's 
father, Rev. Mark Slagenweit, 
read Scr ip ture and led in 
prayer. 
Rev. Keefer is a graduate of 
Hobe Sound Bible Institute in 
Florida. Big Valley is the first 
church that Rev. Keefer has 
served as pastor. He began his 
ministry there in June of 1993. 
Rev. Keefer and his wife 
Faithe have three children, 
John Mark, Joy, and Joel. 
A l l e g h e n y C o n f e r e n c e 
The youth of the Chambers -
burg. Pa., church traveled to the 
MCC-Akron headquarters June 24 
to relabel meat cans going to Iraq. • 
A bike parade kicked off the June 
10-14 VBS at the Fairview Ave. 
church. Waynesboro . Pa. Fathers 
and sons had a campout June 14-16 
at Christian Retreat Center. • The 
s u m m e r Wednesday nights chi l -
dren 's program at the Five Forks 
church, Waynesboro , focused on 
great missionaries. • "Kingdom of 
the Son: A Prayer Safari" was the 
theme of the June 24-28 VBS at the 
Hollowell church. Waynesboro. • 
Calvin Hamblin of Ohio led revival 
meet ings June 9-12 for the Mar-
tinsburg. Pa., congregation. 
The Christ Crusaders of the Mont-
gomery church. Mercersburg, Pa., 
went to a passion play in Philadel-
phia in June. On June 22 the men 
did their quarterly Adopt-A-High-
way trash pickup. • On June 8 the 
Mowersville, Pa., congregation en-
joyed a concert by The Gabriels. • 
On June 23 each deacon of the Mt. 
Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
met with their assignees for a wor-
ship experience. • Fifteen teens and 
three adults of the New Guilford 
congregation. Chambersburg, Pa., 
went to Nicaragua July 27—Aug. 
10. • Mary Ella Saner did a drama-
tization of Mary Magdalene June 23 
at the Van Lear church. Williams-
port, Md. 
A t l a n t i c Conference 
The youth of the E l i zabeth-
town, Pa., congregation went on a 
work project to Boligee. Alabama, 
July 28—Aug. 3. • On June 9 the 
primary dept. children on the Fair-
land church, Cleona, Pa., gave the 
mus ica l , "Na tu re W a l k . " • The 
youth from the Free Grace congre-
gation, Millersburg, Pa., who went 
to Mexico June 22-30, presented a 
drama for the congregation on June 
16. • On June 19, carnival benefits 
went to the YouthQuest '96 atten-
ders from the Lancaster, Pa., con-
gregation. • The summer missions 
p r o j e c t goa l of $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 by the 
Manor congregation, Mountville, 
Pa., was split among Encounter '97, 
Jay and J u d y S m i t h , and r a d i o 
church planting kits. 
The quiz team of the Millersville. 
Pa., church hosted a chicken barbe-
cue on June 22. Nathan King was 
guest speaker on July 14. • Forty-
fou r ch i ld ren a t t ended the June 
"Vacation Bible Ship" at the Mon-
toursville. Pa., church. Ninety-nine 
people attended the closing program 
and picnic lunch. • Sixteen men 
f rom the New Covenant church, 
Quakertown, Pa., went to a Promise 
Keeper's convention recently in New 
York. • "Camp Courageous" was the 
June 24-28 VBS theme of the New 
Hope church, Harrisburg, Pa. A buy-
a-youth auction was held June 9. 
On June 30 the New Joy congre-
gation, Akron, Pa., enjoyed a mini-
concert by Scott and Sherry Nyce 
and a message by Dave Ressler. • 
Erin Hoffman, under assignment to 
teach in Venezuela, spoke June 12 at 
the Palmyra, Pa., church. • Twelve 
families of the Pequea church. Lan-
caster, Pa., went camping June 15-
16 at Pinch Road Campground. • On 
June 9 the Refton, Pa., church dedi-
cated their new family life center, 
with speaker Carl Shank, laying of 
the date stone, and refreshments. 
The Silverdale, Pa., had their 
groundbreaking ceremony on June 
23. VBS registration day featured 
animals from Elmwood Park Zoo to 
accent the African Bazaar theme. • 
Twelve youth and four adults from 
the Skyline View church. Harrisburg, 
Pa., left July 20 for Youth With A 
Mission service on the island of St. 
Croix. • The nursery school of the 
Souderton. Pa., church has received 
the honor of accreditation by the 
National Assoc. for the Education of 
Young Children. A youth auction 
June 1 raised $5,800 for a service 
project in Georgia. 
C a n a d i a n C o n f e r e n c e 
The youth of the Bridlewood 
church, Agincourt, Ont., did work 
projects through the summer to pay 
for Y o u t h Q u e s t '96 . June 9 was 
" Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s D a y " w i t h a 
church picnic in the evening. • In 
late May, 125 people attended a bar-
becue given by the Cross Roads 
church, Guelph , Ont . A major i ty 
were community friends. • The Jr. 
Choir and jr. high youth—27 cast 
members—presen ted the musica l 
"Bow Down" June 9 at the Heise 
Hill church, Gormley, Ont. • The 
Oak Ridges, Ont., church hosted 
CEF 5-Day Clubs July 1-5 in two 
homes. • A June 16 community day 
h o s t e d by the O r c h a r d C r e e k 
church, St. Catharines, Ont., was 
called "Make Your Own Sundae 
Sunday!" 
The Port Colborne. Ont., church 
picked up trash June 15 along their 
A d o p t - A - H i g h w a y route . • The 
Ridgemount congregation, Hamil-
ton, Ont., looked at the New Age 
movement three Sunday nights in 
June as part of a "Kingdom of the 
Cults" series. • On June 2 at the 
Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont., 
Ken Gibbons gave an update on 
Camp Kahquah, and Rod Barnett, 
t e a c h e r / e v a n g e l i s t , s p o k e abou t 
prepara t ions for Centra l Onta r io 
M i s s i o n . • The ch i l d r en of the 
Sherkston, Ont., church presented 
"Zeroes Into Heroes" on June 15-16. 
The Springvale, Ont. , church 
had a missions emphasis weekend 
J u n e 2 2 - 2 3 w i th K e v i n T a y l o r 
(Crossfire Ministries), Susan Miner 
(Street Outreach), Lamar Fretz, and 
Edith Miller. • The Upper Oaks 
congregation, Oakville, Ont., hosted 
Little Oaks Children 's Camp July 
15-19 . • T h e W a i n f l e e t , On t . , 
church welcomed six new members 
June 2. On the evening of June 9, 
the youth presented i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t t h e i r M a r c h s e r v i c e in 
Venezuela and Mexico. • On May 
26 the Westheights church. Kitch-
ener, Ont., had a Global Outreach 
Festival with Art Pankratz showing 
pictures of his recent trip to visit his 
parents at Macha School, Zambia. 
Central C o n f e r e n c e 
T h e B e t h e l c h u r c h , Mer r i l l , 
Mich., sponsored tent meetings June 
2-16. On June 22 the Penn View 
Bible Institute Chapel Singers gave 
a p rog ram at the church . • The 
youth gave a program in the June 
23 evening service of the Beulah 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290. Grantham, 
Pa. 17027: phone (717) 697-2634. 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" 
Study Conference—Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Oct. 3-6 Orientation for New Pastors 
Oct. 7-8 Leadership Council 
Oct. 18-19 Messiah College Homecoming 
Dec. 27-30 YouthQuest '96: "Dream Big-Live 
Large"—Tamiment, Pa. 
1997 
Jan. 6-12 Mennonite World Conference— 
Calcutta, India 
Jan. 13-19 International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship—Bihar, India 
May 17 Messiah College Commencement, 
Grantham, Pa. 
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Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio. 
• Harold Deihl was the June 30 
gues t s p e a k e r at the C h r i s t i a n 
Union church, Garrett. Ind. • On 
June 12 the youth of the Highland 
church. West Milton, Ohio, joined 
youth f r o m Day ton fo r a "Par ty 
B l i t z " w h i c h i n c l u d e d s t o r i e s , 
singing, clown skits, and prayer. 
The Mooretown congregation, 
Sandusky, Mich., received four new 
members on June 23. • The Morri-
son. 111., congregation participated 
in a city-wide VBS June 3-7. • Up 
to 41 children per day attended the 
June 10-14 VBS held by the North-
gate Fellowship. Tipp City, Ohio. • 
On June 16 Luke Keefer Jr. spoke to 
the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio. • Three persons were bap-
tized June 2 at Round Lake Chris-
tian Camp into the fellowship of the 
Wooster, Ohio, congregation. 
M i d w e s t C o n f e r e n c e 
The Bethany church, Thomas, 
Okla., had a one-day VBS June 3 
directed by Ver l ane Z e r b y . The 
church said farewell June 9 to the 
families who travel north to follow 
the wheat harvest with a "Harvest 
R&R" program that included games, 
supper, and devotional. • The Rose-
bank congrega t ion , Hope , Kan. , 
hosted the Youth for Christ team 
from Africa in a June 20 concert. • 
On June 16 Brian Zook visited the 
Sunday school classes of the Zion 
church, Abi lene , Kan. , speak ing 
about his M C C work in Egypt. 
Pacific C o n f e r e n c e 
On July 7 the Ch ino , Ca l i f . , 
church hosted a concert by Brian 
Rennick. In the morning Mike and 
Sherry Ho l l and f r o m V e n e z u e l a 
s p o k e . • H o w a r d and R e b e c c a 
Garver were installed June 9 as pas-
toral couple of the Pacific Highway 
church, Salem, Ore. Ron Imig rep-
resented CEF in the June 16 service 
in a "Moment With a Mission." • 
The Upland, Cal if . , church wel-
comed eight new members on June 
23. All the choirs and audience par-
ticipated in the June 9 Music Appre-
c ia t ion S u n d a y . • The W a l n u t , 
Calif., church is helping to finance 
Rev. Bill Donner and family as they 
join Youth With A Mission in Texas 
in July. 
S o u t h e a s t C o n f e r e n c e 
On M a y 25 t he E a s t L a k e 
church, Palm Harbor , Fla., had a 
joint gospel sing with Countryside 
Baptist Church. On May 26 they 
enjoyed an award-winning puppet 
minis t ry by the East Lake Road 
Baptist Church. • The Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla., donated 
used Bibles recent ly through the 
Christian Endowment Foundation. 
• "More Than Gold" was the VBS 
theme June 17-21 at the Mil ler-
field's church, Columbia, Ky. 
S u s q u e h a n n a Conference 
The Big Valley church, Belle-
ville, Pa., has initiated a Sunday din-
ner host family program for ministry 
to visitors. A father-son banquet was 
J u n e 15. • T h e C e d a r G r o v e 
church, Mifflintown, Pa., welcomed 
11 new members June 9. Kids' Day 
on June 23 culminated VBS with a 
full af ternoon of lunch, program, 
around the world "excursions," and 
sundaes. • The Dillsburg, Pa., con-
gregation recognized nine graduates 
in the June 9 service. The congrega-
tion is meeting in homes for prayer 
on summer Wednesday evenings. 
T h e F a i r v i e w c h u r c h . N e w 
Cumber land , Pa., we lcomed two 
new members June 23. On June 9 
John and Kathy Brubaker shared 
about missions in Thailand. • The 
youth of the Grantham. Pa., church 
hosted the food stand at the June 15 
campus and community yard sale. 
Eva Lewis spoke at the June 19 
MPF service. • Darrell and Mari-
lyn Smucker were installed June 23 
as assistant pastoral couple at the 
Green Grove church, Spring Mills. 
Pa. • The youth of the Jemison 
Valley church, Westfield, Pa., host-
ed a Father 's day breakfast June 16. 
VBS was June 17-21. • On June 2 
the Locust Grove congregat ion , 
York, Pa., initiated a missions proj-
ect, and heard f rom Abe and Mil-
d r e d Y o d e r w h o wi l l s e r v e at 
Youngways Guest House in Africa. 
June 23 was Youth Day at the 
Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa., 
with youth teaching Sunday school, 
and enjoying a progressive meal and 
message by Dave Sollenberger on 
the "Bible Baseball Dream Team." 
• The Mechanicsburg. Pa., church 
hosted Summer Fun Days for K-5 
ch i ld ren Ju ly 29 -Aug . I. • The 
Messiah Village church, Mechan-
icsburg, had a farewell reception for 
Pastor Lehman on June 23. Marion 
Heisey was installed as pastor on 
July 28. • On June 9 Edith Miller 
spoke to the combined classes and in 
the worship service of the Redland 
Val ley church, York Haven, Pa., 
about Zambia. 
CORRECTION 
Brethren in Christ 
Family Activities Calendar 
On the September 1996 page 
in the Family Activities Calendar, 
the a d d r e s s of the M i s s i o n s 
Sewing Auxiliary treasurer, Mrs. 
Eve lyn Hoove r , should be 31 
Hoke Ave., Lebanon, Pa.. 17042. 
Please make this correction on 
your calendar. 
Jeff and Lois (Robinson) Conrady, 
Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Crabill: Donald Glenn, June 17; 
Dennis and Laura (Drawbaugh) Cra-
bill, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Esh: Britney Elizabeth, Apr. 28; 
Ron and Kim (Weaver) Esh, Hemp-
field congregation. Pa. 
Franck: Kathryn Micaela, May 
15; Ivan and Carol Franck, Stayner 
congregation, Ont. 
E.V Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
August 1, 1896—J. G. Cassel reports on work of "The Ari-
zona Mission": "Tuesday, July 7, we left Glendale for our sec-
ond mission trip in this territory.... We travelled over what is 
called the Black Canyon road, which leads us right into and 
through the mountains.... Our first stopping place was Bumble 
Bee, a small mining camp 65 miles north of Phoenix. We 
camped there three days and had four meetings. We did not 
have any building to go into, so we sat in front of our small tent 
and began to sing and our little congregations sat on the ground 
in front of us.... Leaving Bumble Bee, we came to this place, a 
distance of 18 miles. We had a meeting last evening on the 
porch of the saloon. Quite a number of men were seated around 
us, and also a few women...." 
75 Years Ago 
August 1, 1921—In an issue identified as a "Special Mis-
sionary Number" and containing a large number of articles 
from overseas and home missionaries, H. L. Smith comments 
on the special "India Campaign" authorized by the 1920 Gen-
eral Conference: "Pledgers who have been unable to pay in full 
their Pledges to date, we would encourage to do so as rapidly 
as the Lord opens your way to do the same. We have heard 
from different sources that some few dear ones have spread a 
report that the India Work was presented in such a way that they 
pledged against their Spiritual Convictions, amounts which 
they now wish they hadn't done. I am sure I have the heartiest 
co-operation of the Mission Board when I say that any money 
given grudgingly will not prosper the Cause, and that if there 
are any such in our dear Brotherhood, they should not in any-
wise count themselves bound to do what they promised to do. 
If time is your biggest problem, take all the time the Lord and 
your Conscience and God will allow, remembering always the 
Cause, the Need, your Ability, and the Vision of your heart at 
the time you pledged to God." 
50 Years Ago 
August 12, 1946—P. J. Wiebe, in an article entitled "A Few 
Criticisms," identifies six areas where he offers what he hopes 
is "constructive criticism." Among them: "...We do not instruct 
our new converts properly, especially if they come from other 
churches.... We do not consider the decisions of General Con-
ference of sufficient importance. We spend a great deal of time 
and money each year to come together at our General Confer-
ence. After the decisions have been made and hundreds of dol-
lars spent in printing the minutes, some of us utterly disregard 
what Conference has decided.... We do not show the proper 




B i r t h s 
B u r n s : Car ly Ann , Apr . 11; 
Jason and Kathy (Shertzer) Burns, 
Cedar Grove, Pa. 
Conrady: Joshua Lynn, June 3; 
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by Michael R. Blouse 
Michael Blouse pastors the Highland 
Park congregation, Dublin, Va. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Rece ipts—Year to Date (U.S. only) 
January 1 - June 3 0 , 1 9 9 6 
1996 1995 
Proportionate 931.742 874.531 
Congregational 867,522 857,877 
Individual 64,220 16,654 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 258.351 233.355 
Congregational 124,841 176,793 
Individual 133,510 118,675 
Total to Date 1.190.093 1.169.999 
Total Budget 3.781.056 3.735.410 
Received to Date 31 .4% 31.3% 
Note: The figures above represent only the U.S. 
portion of the CM budget. The Canadian budget 
and giving for the most recent month were not 
available at press time. 
Stewardship needs to be taught! We 
discovered this principle this past Octo-
ber at the Highland Park Community 
Church. It had taken us the better part 
of a year to pray and plan for an empha-
sis on biblical stewardship principles. 
Several concerns surfaced during this 
time of preparation. First, there was the 
ever present concern that people would 
be turned off and even offended by 
an emphasis on money. This 
concern led to another. Would 
people stop attending or actually 
lower their level of support if we 
addressed this subject? Since I was 
a new pastor in the congregation, some 
were concerned that talking about stew-
ardship would build a negative image of 
the pastor as a money-hungry preacher. 
In addition, we felt that having a church 
budget that was operating solidly in the 
black would remove a certain sense of 
financial pressure. It became clear to us 
as a leadership team that we needed to 
hear again the basic biblical principles 
related to tithing. Some had even indi-
cated that they did not have any idea 
what the Bible said about tithing and 
stewardship. 
It was decided that we would focus 
on teaching biblical stewardship princi-
ples during the month of October. In 
using the term teaching, we had in mind 
the communication of biblical knowl-
edge, as compared to preaching, which 
is often designed to be more of a chal-
lenge to change. Preaching on tithing is 
often more offensive because of an 
effort to produce greater giving, some-
times in response to shortfalls in the 
budget. We wanted people to change 
their giving patterns, but not because 
the preacher said they needed to or 
because the budget is in the red. Our 
goal was to allow the Holy Spirit to 
influence people to change because of a 
presentation of biblical truth. I realize 
that we are making an extreme general-
ization about preaching and teaching, 
and that the difference is quite small. 
Yet I hope that you can see us trying to 
address a stereotype that seems to dom-
inate our thinking about tithing ser-
mons. 
Our first message was "Tithing: The 
Most Misunderstood Concept in the 
Bible." The Scripture passages were 
Genesis 14:18-20 and 28:20. The goal 
was to teach the basic biblical concept 
of tithing as presented in these pas-
sages. The next two messages were 
based on the book Money, Possessions 
and Eternity by Randy Alcorn, which 
was made available to us by the Gener-
al Conference Board for Stewardship. 
Using Chapter 7, "Two Treasuries, Two 
Perspectives, Two Masters," we 
explored Jesus' attitude toward wealth 
and money. Finally, we examined 
Malachi 3:6-12. Using John Maxwell 's 
idea of God's Guarantee, we challenged 
our people to begin tithing in obedience 
to the Holy Spirit. 
Twenty-eight families and individu-
als responded to the God's Guarantee 
presentation. Eleven of these expressed 
their continuing commitment to support 
the church with their tithe. Thirteen 
expressed a willingness to begin tithing 
for the first time in their lives. Three 
indicated a willingness to begin giving 
beyond a tithe. In the weeks and months 
following our final service, we have 
noted a thirty-three percent increase in 
weekly giving. 
Andy was one of our first-time 
tithers. He came to me after church and 
told me this story. He had begun to 
think that he had made a mistake and 
felt he could not remain faithful to his 
commitment. There were just too many 
financial obligations that would not 
allow him to increase his giving. A few 
days later his employer called him into 
his office. He asked Andy if he had 
noticed anything about his most recent 
paycheck. Being the good husband that 
he is, Andy gives his signed check to 
his wife, who manages their accounts. 
So he had to say that he had not noticed 
anything. His boss proceeded to explain 
that he had just given Andy a raise 
because he appreciated his hard work 
and faithful service to the company. 
Andy told me that the chills went up his 
back when he realized that the amount 
of his raise was exactly what he needed 
to remain faithful to his commitment to 
tithe. Andy said, "In the end, my tithing 
commitment cost me nothing! God pro-
vided everything I needed to remain 
faithful and to meet my expenses!" 
Presenting biblical concepts related 
to tithing or finances must be done in 
the right spirit, with the right motives 
and with sensitivity. If we are able to 
set aside budgetary needs and focus on 
biblical principles, while allowing the 
Holy Spirit to motivate believers and 
not counting on the pastor to motivate 
giving, then I believe God will enable 
our message to get through and have a 
positive impact on those who hear! 
Praise the Lord! 
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Hughes: Beth Nicole, Mar. 19; 
Timothy and Kimberly Hughes, 
Mowersville congregation, Pa. 
Lambert: Jillian Joelle, May 29; 
James and Susan (Long) Lambert, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
McMichael: Katlyn Marie, May 
26; Gregory and Diane (Meyers) 
McMichael, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Meklis: Gabriel Nicholas, May 
31; Nicholas and Rachel (Paine) 
Meklis, Grantham congregation. Pa. 
Mosemann: David Weaver , 
May 4; Dave and Rose Mosemann, 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Myers: Gavin Ross, May 30; 
Gary and Jody (Padereski) Myers, 
Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Potteiger: Amanda Denee, May 
23; Darrel l and Lisa Pot te iger , 
Mowersville congregation, Pa. 
White: Chelsea Elizabeth, May 
13; Carl and Grace (Menges) White. 
Hempfield congregation. Pa. 
Winger: David DeYoung, June 
1; Douglas and Maryjane (Pike) 
Winger, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Winger: Jesse Sider, May 18; 
Darrell and Anna Winger, Stayner 
congregation, Ont. 
Zane: Nathaniel David, May 26; 
Mark and Linda (Kendrick) Zane. 
Westheights congregation, Ont. 
W e d d i n g s 
Arnold - Bert: Christine Eliza-
beth, daugh te r of LeRoy and 
Dorothy Bert, Newburg, Pa., and 
Peter Bradley, son of Rev. and Mrs. 
David Arnold. Chambersburg, Pa., 
June 15, at Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. David 
Arnold and Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmer-
man officiating. 
Brown - Carriere: Maureen, 
daughter of Simon and Pat Carriere, 
North Bay, Ont., and Ryan, son of 
Don and Joyce Brown, Nottawa, 
Ont.. May 4, at Emmanuel Bible 
College, with Rev. Thomas Dow 
officiating. 
Cicero - Ross: Jennifer Renee, 
daughter of Donald and Kathy Ross, 
Ephrata, Pa., and Frank B. Jr., son of 
Frank and Rhoda Cicero, New Hol-
land, Pa., June 1, at Lancaster Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. 
James Ernst officiating. 
DeRoos - Bournelis: Esther, 
daughter of Peter and Jennie Bour-
nelis, Lancaster, Pa., and Tom, son 
of Barry and Lois DeRoos , 
Grantham, Pa., May 26, at Hellenic 
Orthodox Church with Rev. Alexan-
der Veronis officiating. 
Hoke - Hartman: Kerry Lynn, 
daughter of Charles and Deborah 
Hartman, Pittsfield, Maine, and 
Bryan Olan, son of Kenneth and 
Carolyn Hoke, Carlisle, Pa., Dec. 
30, 1995, at Immanuel Baptis t 
Church, with Rev. Kenneth O. Hoke 
and Rev. Clifton L. Hartman offici-
ating. 
Ives - Lamb: Nicole Gabriele, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Syrophine 
Lamb, Palo Alto, Calif., and Jeffrey 
Nathan, son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
B. Ives, Dillsburg, Pa., May 25, at 
Tenth Presbyterian Church with 
Rev. Robert B. Ives officiating. 
Lindsey - Crawford: Tiffany 
Alaine, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James E. Crawford, Lititz, Pa., and 
Daniel Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel W. Lindsey, Manheim, Pa., 
May 4, at Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Martha 
Lockwood officiating. 
Middle ton - McCol lum: 
Alyson Florence, daughter of Ron 
and Louise McCollum, Ridgeway, 
Ont . , and Steven John , son of 
Richard and Linda Middle ton , 
Wel land , Ont. , May 25, at the 
bride's home with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester officiating. 
Parr i sh - Z i m m e r m a n : 
Rebekah Sue, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Lloyd T. Zimmerman, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., and Mark Evan, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Parrish, 
Wilmore, Ky„ June 8, at Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Henry Ginder officiating. 
Rodriguez - Fry: Maria, daugh-
ter of Rev. Eldon and Ginger Fry, 
Grantham, Pa., and Benjamin, son 
of Benjamin and Sandra Rodriguez, 
Puerto Rico, May 26, at Kings Gap, 
Pa., with Rev. Eldon Fry officiat-
ing. 
Ruppert - Sheffer: Kathryn, 
daughter of Leslie and Lorraine 
Sheffer. Stayner, Ont., and William, 
son of John and Sandra Ruppert, 
Stayner, Ont., July 8, 1995, at Stay-
ner Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Schlemmer - Meadows: Leslie 
Ellen, daughter of David W. Mead-
ows, Oak Hill, W.V., and Ellen B. 
Winne r , Oak Hil l , and Todd 
Rodgers, son of Walter and Ann 
Schlemmer, Sroda Slaska, Poland, 
June 1, at St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church with Rev. Mark E. Seitz and 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Burkholder officiat-
ing. 
Sel lers - Burkholder: Lisa 
Lynn, daughter of James and Nancy 
Burkholder, Millersville, Pa., and 
Dale Allen, son of David and Carol 
Sellers, Conestoga, Pa., June 29, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. 
Sider - Calvo: Jennifer Lee, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Calvo, Southington, Ct., and John 
Alexander, son of John and Carolyn 
Sider, Grantham, Pa., May 25, at 
Kensington Baptist Church with 
Rev. Rick McKinniss officiating. 
Story - McKee: Jill Kathryn, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
McKee, and Mark Donald Story, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Brown, 
June 22, at Five Forks Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ray Kipe, 
Rev. Garth Story, and Rev. Roger 
Brown officiating. 
Thrush - Gaskins: DeAnne 
Beverly, daughter of Ronald and 
Beverly Gaskins, Morgantown, 
W.V. , and Kevin Alan, son of 
Samuel and Mary Jane Thrush, 
Shippensburg, Pa., July 20, at Park-
way Chapel with Rev. Rod Sharp 
and Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Wigg - Starr: Melanie Beth, 
daughter of Charles and Martha 
Starr, Manheim, Pa., and David 
James, son of Stan and Wilma 
Wigg, Kitchener, Ont., June 15, at 
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. James D. Ernst officiat-
ing. 
Obituaries 
Bert: Martha L. Bert, born May 
14, 1915, daughter of John and Jen-
nie Snoke Davidson, died June 1. 
Preceding her in death were two 
spouses, Glenn Gutshall and David 
C. Bert. Surviving are two sons, 
Kenneth L. and Asa E. Gutshall; a 
daughter, Lois A. Bert; a stepson, 
Ray D. Bert; a stepdaughter, Doris J. 
Barr; two brothers, Harry and Fred 
Davidson; two sisters, Mabel Sol-
lenberger and Dorothy Butts; 14 
grandchildren; and 13 great-grand-
children. Martha had resided at Mes-
siah Village since 1992. She was a 
member of the Mowersville, Pa., 
congregation where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Ken Hepner, Rev. 
Charlie B. Byers, and Rev. Darrell 
Potteiger officiating. Interment was 
in Air Hill Cemetery. 
Bishop: Lester C. Bishop, born 
Sept. 11, 1925, son of Harry S. and 
Rebecca Clemmer Bishop, died 
May 21. Surviving are two sisters 
and two brothers. Lester worked as a 
dairy and crop farmer, and a plant 
worker at Rosenberg's Dairy. At the 
Silverdale, Pa., church where he was 
a member, he was a board member, 
trustee, and Sunday school superin-
tendent. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Fred Geib offici-
ating and interment in the church 
cemetery. 
Dundore: Ada M. Dundore, 
born Sept. 24, 1915, daughter of 
Arthur and Cora Gingrich, died Apr. 
7. Surviving are her husband, Lloyd 
Dundore; a son, Glenn; and three 
daughte r s , Joyce , Anna Mae 
* "I * fc.v. l i m e l i n e s 
25 Years Ago 
August 10, 1971—Nuggets found in the reporting on Gen-
eral Conference, held at Roxbury Camp: "The Conference of 
1971 was without question the 'most published' conference 
ever. Few were the reports and recommendations which were 
not printed and placed in delegates' hands. Of more significance 
was the increased number of women delegates to the confer-
ence. Of added significance was the fact that (as far as this 
reporter knows) no public mention was made of their pres-
ence.... [Bible] Quiz Playoffs began on Friday.... The Pacific 
Conference team from Upland congregation emerged the cham-
pion by besting the previously undefeated Allegheny team 
from the Center Grove congregation." 
10 Years Ago 
August 1986—The editor, addressing the problem of "the 
Brethren in Christ 'name game'": "We too often tell people 
who are new to our congregations or new at General Confer-
ence!:] 'You really don't belong here, because you can't trace 
your family history back through our church records far 
enough.' It's hard to get much farther away from the spirit of 
the New Testament, where Jesus castigated those who were 
trusting in their 'records going back to Abraham' to provide 
saving grace.... Let's agree on this: that any name will be a 
Brethren in Christ name if the person has come to faith in Jesus 
Christ and is committed to fellowship with this small part of His 
church." 
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Pschudy, and Lois Musser. Ada was 
active in the Palmyra, Pa., congre-
gation and the Jonestown Bible 
Church. She hosted "fresh air" chil-
dren; was a leader in the WCTU; 
actively supported missions; and 
taught children. The funeral was 
held at the Palmyra church with 
Rev. Louis O. Cober and Rev. 
George P. Atkins officiating. Inter-
ment was in the United Christian 
Cemetery. 
Ebersole: Alvin F. Ebersole, 
born Aug. 22, 1922, son of Harvey 
and Anna Funck Ebersole, died June 
9. Surviving are his wife, Dorothy 
R. (Risser); three sons, Timothy B., 
A. Richard, and Paul K.; a daughter, 
Sara A. Gooden; five grandchildren; 
and a great-grandchild. Alvin was a 
1942 graduate of Messiah Acade-
my; served in Civilian Public Ser-
vice; was employed by Wingert's 
Dairy for 33 years; and was a mem-
ber of the Palmyra, Pa., congrega-
tion. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Louis Cober offi-
ciating. Interment was in Gravel Hill 
Cemetery. 
Felix: Douglas P. Felix, born 
Mar. 10, 1929, son of Joseph and 
Clara Mae Zook Felix, died Feb. 21. 
AN AGING 
CHURCH IN AN 
AGING SOCIETY 
September 27-28,1996 
A Study Conference sponsored by 
The Center for Brethren in Christ 
Studies and Messiah Village 
Through presentations, discussions, storytelling, and 
panel discussions this conference will explore how the 
Brethren in Christ Church can minister to an increasingly 
aging society and aging church. 
Major presenters and topics include 
Gene Yoder: The Aging Society and The Aging Church 
Ray M. Zercher: The Story of Aging 
in the Brethren in Christ Church 
Terry Brensinger: A Brethren in Christ 
Theology of Aging 
Janet Peifer; Pastoral Care and 
Congregational Life with Older Adults 
Arbutus Sider: Family Life and 
Inter-Generational Relationships 
Emerson L. Lesher: How Should the 
Brethren in Christ Respond to an Aging Society? 
Storytellers include 
Roger Witter, Dwayne Sollenberger, Frank Kipe, 
Winifred Worman, Ruth Dourte, Ray Dourte, 
Benjamin Dourte, and Alice Grace Zercher. 
The conference will be held at Messiah Village and 
Messiah College. Registration is $10 and is due no later 
than September 15, 1996. For additional information con-
tact the Public Relations Office, Messiah Village, P.O. Box 
2015, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055. Telephone (717) 790-
8206. FAX (717) 790-8200. 
Preceding him in death were five 
brothers. Surviving are his wife, 
Joanne; a daughter, Pamela Heidig; 
two grandchildren; a great-grand-
son; and two sisters, Janet Duffy and 
Nancy Funbar. He was employed by 
PennDot until 1991. Douglas was a 
member of the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral was 
held with Rev. James Ernst officiat-
ing. Interment was in Indiantown 
Gap National Cemetery. 
Hill: William Sharon Hill, born 
Aug. 18, 1910, son of James and 
Myrtle S. Burkholder Hill, died June 
18. Surviving are his wife, Janet 
(Renwick); two daughters, Beverly 
Seaman and Margaret Alala; a 
granddaughter; two sisters; and two 
brothers. William was retired from 
Dow Chemical Co. in Michigan. He 
was a member of the Messiah Vil-
lage church, where the funeral was 
held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
o f f i c i a t i ng . In terment was in 
Grantham Memorial Park. 
Lehman: Anna M. Lehman, 
born Feb. 14, 1910, daughter of 
Oscar and Elizabeth Fahs Landis, 
died May 29. Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Paul H. Lehman. 
Surviving are three sons, Carl H., 
Robert L., and Lamar E.; a daughter, 
Helen Whisler; four grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. Anna 
had been a member of the Locust 
Grove congregation, Pa., acting as 
chorister and teacher. She was a 
member most recently at Messiah 
Village. The funeral was held at 
Locust Grove with Rev. Charles 
Lehman officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Lyons: Clarence E. Lyons, born 
Sept. 29, 1909, in Owosso, Mich., 
son of Bishop Jonathan and Emma-
line Reichard Lyons, died Mar. 11. 
Surviving are his wife . Martha 
(Wolgemuth); a son, Barry L.; a 
daughter, Pamela R. Neville; and a 
sister , Els ie Nies ley . Cla rence 
attended the Lancaster church, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. James Ernst officiating. Inter-
ment was in Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Nolt: Anna Nolt, born May 1, 
1927, daughter of Paul and Mabel 
Sweigart, died Apr. 4. Surviving are 
her husband, Harlan Nolt; 4 chil-
dren, Mary Steffy, Martha Stoltzfus, 
John, and Rachel Brady; and 16 
grandchildren. For many years Anna 
taught the kindergarten Sunday 
school and helped with deacon work 
at the Manheim church, Pa., where 
they were members. The funeral 
was held there with Rev. Gregory 
Funk and Rev. Keith Tyson offici-
ating. Interment was in East Peters-
burg Mennonite Cemetery. 
Payne: R. Stanley Payne, born 
Sept. 15, 1917, in Freeport, 111., son 
of Chester R. and Ruby C. Riefsny-
der Payne, died June 23. Surviving 
are his wife, Eunice (Whitten Won-
son); a son, Paul Stanley; and a sis-
ter, Esther Kevern. Stanley was a 
sergeant and chaplain in World War 
II; a staff member of WMBI, Chica-
go; a certified watchmaker; and an 
ordained minister. He was a member 
of the Manor congregation. Pa. 
Graveside services were led by Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz. Interment was in 
the Henry Eberle Cemetery. 
Dennis Good 
appointed Director 
of Operations for 
Faith & Life Press 
Dennis Good, Upland , 
Calif., has been appointed to a 
new position as director of 
operations for Faith & Life 
Press (FLP) effective mid-July. 
Faith & Life Press is a min-
istry of the General Confer-
ence Mennonite Church. 
Current ly president and 
chief financial officer for a 
mortgage banking business in 
Riverside, Calif., Good has a 
bachelor's degree in business 
administration from the Uni-
versity of Iowa in Iowa City. 
As director of operations, 
Good will supervise the edito-
rial, production, sales and dis-
tribution functions for FLP. He 
also will manage the finance 
and production division. 
"Recent events in my life 
and business experience have 
awakened my interest in be-
coming more actively involved 
in church administration. Dur-
ing this time, I have spent 
much time in prayer. I believe 
this is the opportunity to ser-
vice to which God is calling 
me," said Good. 
Good and his wife, Dorcas 
Lady Good, are members of 
the Alta Loma (Calif.) Breth-
ren in Christ congregation. He 
recently completed service as 
the Pacific Regional Confer-
ence member of the Brethren 
in Christ General Conference 
Board. 






Looking at "Meekness" 
"Blessed are the meek" (Matthew 5:5, 
KJV). 
"...Walk worthy...with all lowliness 
(humility) and meekness, with longsuf-
fering, forbearing one another in love" 
(Ephesians 4:1-2, KJV). 
Casper Milquetoast was a comic strip 
character created many years ago by the 
late American cartoonist H.T. Webster. 
The strip chronicled the frustrations of 
the spineless, timid, and unassertive Cas-
per. Unfortunately, this is often how the 
world thinks of meekness. In fact, one of 
the definitions the dictionary gives for 
meekness is "deficient in spirit and 
courage." Apart from the involvement of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives, meekness 
does turn out like Casper Milquetoast, but 
this is far from biblical meekness. 
Meekness in the New Testament is not 
merely a natural virtue; it is a Christian 
grace. A survey of the New Testament 
reveals that meekness: 
is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). 
is associated closely with humility; in 
fact, flows from it (Ephesians 4:1-
2). 
is characterized by moderation and 
godly patience. 
is to be shown in our relations to oth-
ers (Col. 3:12; Titus 3:2). 
takes a stand for the truth and therefore 
corrects/confronts when necessary 
(1 Cor. 4:21; 2 Tim. 2:25). 
submits to God and his word (James 
1:21). 
pleases God and is blessed by him 
(Matt. 5:5; Psalm 25:9). 
Most importantly, meekness is a char-
acteristic of Jesus Christ (Matthew 11:29; 
2 Cor. 10:1) which we also are to seek (1 
John 2:6; 1 Tim. 6:11). 
The Greek word praus is used when 
Jesus says, "Blessed are the meek" (Matt-
hew 5:5). The noun praotes is the word 
used for meekness (often translated "gen-
tleness" in our modern English versions) 
in Galatians 5:23. 
The ancient Greeks used praus to 
speak of a cool, refreshing, and gentle 
breeze or a soothing medicine. They used 
praotes to describe a gracious person; one 
who was friendly, tenderhearted, or pleas-
ant as opposed to hard, rough, coarse, or 
violent. Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) defined 
meekness as the proper balance between 
excessive anger and indifference—never 
being angry at all. William Barclay says 
"the man who is praus is the man who is 
always angry at the right time and never 
at the wrong t ime" (New Testament 
Words, p. 241). Meekness is not the 
absence of anger, but shows anger on the 
right occasion, is directed toward the right 
people at the right moment and for the 
right length of time. (An example of this 
would be Jesus cleansing the temple and 
his general dealing with the Pharisees). 
In Greek, praus is used for a horse 
which was once wild but which has 
become obedient and useful to its master. 
This picture is a key to understanding bib-
lical meekness. There is a gentleness in 
meekness, but behind this gentleness lies 
strength, conviction, and courage. Meek-
ness is power or strength under control. 
The tamed horse is not destroyed; all of 
its strength and energy is there, but it is 
under the control of the master. The 
horse 's power is now harnessed and 
therefore useful. To be meek means to be 
under the control of the master—Jesus 
Christ. To be meek is to yield to the Spir-
it, to be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). 
Meekness is a willing submission to God 
in which his glory and the doing of his 
will is paramount. 
Meekness is a nonvengeful, nonvin-
dictive, nonbitter, nonviolent spirit. But 
meekness will stand for the truth and con-
tend for the faith. Meekness endures per-
sonal injury and attack with patience and 
without resentment, but does not endure 
falsehood and will call sin a sin. Meek-
ness is the quietness of soul that comes 
from committing your life to walk with 
Christ and placing your destiny in his 
hands. 
Finally, the meek person is free from a 
demanding disposition and has a healthy 
self-image of himself or herself, not too 
"high" or too "low." (See Romans 12:3.) 
Renowned scholar William Hendrik-
son writes, "The meek individual is slow 
to insist on his rights. He realizes that in 
the sight of God he has no rights at all that 
are his by nature. All his rights were 
secured by grace. And although with ref-
erence to men he may at times have to 
insist on his rights (Acts 16:35-40), he 
does not rashly throw himself into the 
fray. He would rather take wrong than 
inflict it." (The New Testament Commen-
tary: Galatians and Ephesians, p. 183). 
Meekness is not a synonym for weak-
ness; rather, it is gentle strength. This fruit 
of the Spirit is not spineless gentleness, 
sentimental fondness devoid of convic-
tion, or passive quietism. It is strength 
under the control of God. Only in yielding 
ourselves to God will we find "self'-con-
trol. 
I cannot attain to such a character in 
my own strength; neither can you. Meek-
ness is the result of a consistently God-
controlled life. Let us pray for God to 
make us praus, for it will have a remark-
able effect on our service to others and the 
unity within our churches. 




A re t r ea t f o r s u r v i v o r s of 
childhood sexual abuse will be 
held Nov. 15-17, 1996, at Ken-
brook Bible Camp. This retreat 
is designed for women who have 
worked through the initial trau-
ma of their abuse and are ready 
to explore the role of God in 
their recovery. The purpose of 
the retreat is to reclaim Chris-
tian traditions and symbols that 
were corrupted by abuse. 
Since space is limited, please 
register early. For an application, 
send your name and address to: 
Spring of Hope 
P.O. Box 69 
Akron, Pa. 17501 
The retreat is sponsored by MCC 
Women's Concerns; Hope and Healing 
Ministries; and Kenbrook Bible Camp. 
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fpiecipleehip for the 21st Century 
More about modern Israel 
and God's plan 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
I appreciate David Miller's response 
(June 1996 Visitor) to my article regard-
ing the modern state of Israel (April 1996 
Visitor). I should like to carry the discus-
sion further. 
Brother Miller takes issue with the 
assertion that "political views are ulti-
mately an expression of theology." Per-
haps we are using different meanings for 
the word "theology." I used it in its broad-
er sense—the understanding and/or atti-
tude toward God, held by an individual or 
an aggregate of individuals. Thus, athe-
ism might be considered a theology, as 
could any religious system with its asso-
ciated social and ethical assumptions and 
teachings. Perhaps the word "religion" 
would have served my purposes just as 
well. 
For the subject at hand, the theological 
understandings and interpretations of the 
Bible by most of America's Christians in 
the 20th century have certainly been the 
primary force from which emanated the 
U.S. foreign policy toward Israel since 
the first World War. That policy seems 
contrary to the strategic interests of the 
U.S.: access to oil, access to the Suez 
Canal, and the need for friendly relations 
with the people of the Middle East. It was 
shaped and propel led by some factor 
other than strategic interests. That factor 
was the widespread popular impact of dis-
pensationalist theology, augmented by the 
understandable interests and sentiments 
of the American Jewish community. 
Miller's response asserts the uncondi-
tional nature of the Abrahamic covenant. 
He cites Genesis 17:1-8. However, the 
very next verse reads "As for you, you 
must keep my covenant..." A covenant is 
bilateral—valid only if both parties keep 
their side of the agreement. Certainly, 
God's offer of a covenant with Abraham, 
and later to the Israelites through Moses, 
was sovereign, gracious, and without pre-
condit ions. But whether the covenant 
came into effect, or remained effective, 
was dependent upon the response of those 
invited by God into this wonderful, priv-
ileged relationship. 
Miller refers to Hebrews 6:13-15. This 
passage defines the promise to which it 
r e f e r s : A b r a h a m w o u l d h a v e m a n y 
descendants. Despite the implausibility 
of that promise, Abraham waited patient-
ly in faith, and eventually received the 
fulfillment of that promise. These verses 
do not mention anything about land nor 
possession thereof. 
T h e r e is a d i s t i nc t i on b e t w e e n a 
promise and a covenant. A promise can 
be unilateral, can be spurned but not bro-
ken by the recipient. A covenant is a bilat-
eral agreement, and can be broken by 
ei ther party. G o d ' s promise to aged, 
childless Abraham was that he would 
have descendan t s . The a r rangement 
whereby they would have an everlasting 
possession of a land was a covenant. 
My reading of the Old Testament does 
not bear out the neat distinction between 
Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants sug-
gested by David Miller. Repeatedly, one 
reads that disobedience to the Mosaic law 
would have dire consequences on Israel's 
possession of the land conveyed to them 
by the Abrahamic covenant. Numerous 
times one can read that Israel would enjoy 
the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant 
if they observed and obeyed the Mosaic 
Law. God was clear that disobedience by 
Israel would rupture the Abrahamic 
covenant. 
Perhaps the most powerful declaration 
by God himself of the conditional nature 
of Israel's possession of the land was stat-
ed long after the inception of the Mosaic 
law. It was in his response to Solomon 
after the dedication of the temple, record-
ed in 2 Chronicles 7. Verses 19-22 clear-
ly make the land grant aspect of the 
covenant with Abraham conditional upon 
Israel ' s obedience to the decrees and 
commands of the Mosaic Law. 
God in grace and mercy promised 
restoration and renewal of Israel in their 
land if they repented after disobedience. 
God sent them prophets to urge them to 
repent. God kept his word in two restora-
tions observable in history: the return 
from Babylonian captivity led by Zerub-
babel, and the restoration of nationhood 
under the Maccabees about 168 B.C., 
after a series of events strikingly similar 
to the predictions of Daniel 11. 
Jesus is recorded as saying little if any-
thing about restored Jewish nationhood. If 
that were the goal toward which God was 
moving history, why would Jesus be 
silent about it? Rather. Jesus predicted 
the further destruction of Jewish nation-
hood which occurred under the Romans. 
Probably Jesus' most direct comment 
about Jewish nationhood was his parable 
of the tenants, recorded in Matthew 21. 
After repeated rejections and abuse of his 
emissaries, and finally the rejection and 
killing of his son, God would take away 
his kingdom from the Jews and give it to 
a people who would produce its fruit. 
Here we see the entry of the church, the 
body of Christ, into the drama of history. 
St. Paul desc r ibes and e labora tes 
repeatedly upon the rise and the nature 
of the church. He contends strongly for 
this interpretation—this unfolding of the 
mystery of Christ. In Ephesians 3:2-13, he 
explains that "through the gospel the Gen-
tiles are heirs together with Israel, mem-
bers together of one body, and sharers 
together in the promise in Christ Jesus." 
Jesus' purpose was "to create in himself 
one new man out of the two, thus making 
peace, and in this one body to reconcile 
both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility.... 
Consequently, you are.. .fellow citizens 
with God's people and members of God's 
household, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone" (Eph. 
2:15-20). 
In the epistle to the Romans, St. Paul 
redefined Jewishness (2:28-29): and rede-
fined Abraham's offspring (4:9-18): true 
Jewishness and true descendency f rom 
Abraham are now reckoned not by phys-
ical lineage, but by spiritual—through 
faith in Jesus Christ. It is in acceptance of 
Jesus that the Jewish people will f ind 
blessedness (11:11-15). That blessedness 
will be experienced not as a separate enti-
ty, but together with Gentiles as an inte-
gral part of the church (11:17-24, also 
Eph. 2:11-20). 
Finally, the violent means by which 
the Jews wrested control of their land 
from the Palestinians in the 20th century, 
despite several plebiscites to the contrary, 
clearly is contrary to the ways taught by 
Jesus in his gospel, and by Paul in his 
e l a b o r a t i o n of tha t g o s p e l . Can we 
approve abrogation of Jesus for the sake 
of adherence to the long-broken and 
replaced Abrahamic/Mosaic covenant? 
America's response to this question has 
taken us down a long hard path for the 
past two or three generations. We can 
recover from that path if we pursue in the 
21st century a policy enl ightened by 
renewal of our unders tanding of the 
gospel of Jesus. 
Samuel Brubaker is a physician living in 
Arcanum, Ohio. 
26 Evangelical Visitor 
Naders 
I also can agree with the writer [of 
"We don't need 'nice'; we need to be 
included] (May 1996 issue). I would at 
times feel not included at church. My 
wife [has] friends in our small communi-
ty that...after she said to them, "I some-
times feel like I don't fit in," [would say 
to her], "You're not the first one; I know 
of three other couples who went there and 
felt the same way." 
I feel we should make every effort to 
show love and concern for our visitors. 
Christ commands us to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. I am presently taking the 
Brethren in Christ Personal Study Pro-
gram, and am trying to find what the Lord 
would have me do in church. I enjoy vis-
iting the elderly in nursing homes. Well 
anyway, I think we must really remember 
to include new members and visitors. It 




who surely was celebrating Pentecost 
Sunday in his church. When I asked him 
after the service, he admitted, rather 
apologetically, that he had not. 
I have stopped reminding our pastors 
of Pentecost for fear that it might be con-
strued as trouble-making. 
Looking back on my childhood years, 
we children cut birch branches to decorate 
our farm gate and the entrance of our 
home. We put colorful ribbons on them to 
outwardly commemorate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. Our church services on 
that day were especially joyful as we sang 
the special hymns to honor the third mem-
ber of the Trinity, the blessed Holy Spir-
it. 
Perhaps it is no coincidence that our 
Church calendar has listed Pentecost Sun-
day this year on June 2nd and that the 
dove resembling the Holy Spirit on our 
logo is flying away rather than descend-
ing. 
Personally, I would be glad to know: 
what is the official stand of our Church 




In good conscience... 
In the May 1996 issue, Brian Markley 
bought up an important issue in his letter 
printed in "Readers Respond." He called 
Brethren in Christ members attending 
General Conference this July to consider 
the implication of participating in trips to 
Universal Studios and Disneyland. His 
reasoning was that Universal and Disney 
both participate in producing movies and 
media that many evangelicals find offen-
sive, and by taking trips to Universal Stu-
dios or Disneyland we would be condon-
ing such productions. Whether or not we 
continued on next page 
On Pentecost 
Pentecost Sunday, which was on May 
26th this year, has come and gone. Over 
the years that I have been a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church (since 1964), I 
have often wondered why this day has no 
special recognition in so many of our 
churches . We have found new and 
grander ways to celebrate Christmas and 
Easter. Yet the feast of the birth of the 
Church of Jesus Christ by the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit goes by in our denom-
ination without any thought to rejoice 
over it. This seems strange and unusual to 
me. 
I have in past years asked a good num-
ber of our pastors why this is so. The 
answer that I was given was generally, 
"We don't go into that too much." On 
occasion I have been told that, if there is 
too much emphasis on the Holy Spirit, it 
might cause upheavals in the church. 
Some did not know why we, the Brethren 
in Christ, do not celebrate the Day of Pen-
tecost. 
At our Niagara Camp Meeting Mis-
sions Day a couple of years ago, a young 
pastor gave a powerful sermon on the 
need of the Holy Spirit to empower our 
witness for Christ. I thought, with such 
deep convictions on the dependency of 
the Holy Spirit, this young pastor was one 
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the health of the denomination. The ties 
and quid pro quo relationships between 
individuals, congregations, and denomi-
nations are numerous. For instance, 
Brethren in Christ pastors serve under 
the license and credentials of the 
denomination, not the congregation. 
Real estate is titled in the name of the 
denomination. Many of our congrega-
tions are now, or were at some time in 
their infancy, financially subsidized by 
contributions of the total church through 
general church administration. In the 
past ten years, well over $1,300,000 has 
been "something in return" to the Breth-
ren in Christ Church through the work 
of Christian Light Bookstores and Evan-
gel Press. World Missions has been 
instrumental in nurturing a worldwide 
church of Brethren in Christ from its 
infancy, less than 100 years ago, to an 
entity that is now much larger than the 
North American parents. Brethren in 
Christ pastors' pension is invested and 
administered by general church steward-
ship administrators. Bishops support 
local congregations through pastoral 
care, assistance in pastor selections, and 
untold number of ways to help keep 
congregations focused on the ministry at 
hand. 
In the future, when an alternative to 
supporting a Brethren in Christ Ministry 
presents itself, ask, "Where's the quid 
pro quoT Does this other organization 
share its revenues with your denomina-
tion? Does this other organization pay 
for Brethren in Christ curriculum? Has 
this other organization ever helped to 
plant a Brethren in Christ Church? Has 
this other organization assisted our 
worldwide outreach? Does this other 
organization help fund our pastor's 
retirement plan? Has this other organi-
zation helped train our pastors? Does 
this other organization pray for me and 
my congregation? Has this other organi-
zation helped finance and organize 
YouthQuest? Does this other organiza-
tion help with Macha or Sikalongo hos-
pitals? Does this other organization care 
about the future of Niagara Christian 
College? Has this other organization 
ever loaned money to a Brethren in 
Christ pastor to purchase a home? The 
list goes on and on. It is not inconse-
quential what we get in return—our 
quid pro quo! 
Where's the quid pro quol Just say, 




accept the specifics of Markley's argu-
ment (I myself would not condemn "The 
Last Temptation of Christ" outright), we 
will do well to recognize the validity of 
the principle. When we spend our money 
or time on certain things, we implicitly 
and unavoidably condone and support 
what those things stand for. 
It should be remembered that this prin-
ciple extends far beyond the world of 
media. Media is powerful in the modern 
world and it is rightly a concern among 
the evangelical community, but evangel-
icals are often slow to look beyond the 
moral hot topics of media and sexuality to 
other moral issues such as economic jus-
tice, peace, and civil rights. 
Just as we should consider whether we 
can support Universal Studios in good 
conscience, when we buy shoes we 
should ask ourselves, "Is it right for me to 
buy tennis shoes from a company that 
pays its workers in southeast Asia a few 
dollars a day, but pays a sports hero $20 
million a year to advertise for them? Is it 
right to buy bananas or coffee when much 
of those products are grown by huge com-
panies in countries where the land would 
be put to better use in the hands of local 
farmers growing the food needed in their 
poverty-stricken country? Is it right to 
invest money in companies involved in 
producing military equipment? Should I 
withhold the military portion of my taxes? 
All of these questions are applications of 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters 
may be shortened. All letters must 
be signed. Occasionally we may 
decide to withhold names due to 
special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on 
a broad range of topics relevant to 
the mission of the church and to liv-
ing the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official posi-
tion or policy of the Brethren in 
Christ Church or this periodical. 
the same principle that we readily apply 
to the media. 
I do not suggest that the answers to 
such questions are universal or easy. (I 
confess that when looking for shoes last 
month, I couldn't pass up a bargain price 
on Nikes.) I do not even believe that it is 
possible to keep our hands "squeaky 
clean" in the complex, interconnected 
world we live in. What is important is 
that we ask questions like these about 
how our actions indirectly support what 
we believe to be wrong, whether in the 
world of media or in the vast array of 
other moral issues. 
Phil Brubaker 
Baltimore, MD 
Some things seem 
to have been overlooked 
On facing pages of the July Visitor, 
Dr. Samuel Brubaker condemns the 
American Revolution and "Onesimus" 
condemns the saluting of the American 
flag. Somehow Dr. Brubaker and "Ones-
imus" seemed not to agree with one 
another, even though they both based 
their positions on the Bible. Dr. Brubak-
er states that "any disobedience to the 
decrees of government is to be expressed 
in respectful and non-violent ways." Then 
"Onesimus" speaks of "the example of 
Peter and those other disciples when they 
thumbed their noses at the authorities who 
told them to stop preaching about Jesus." 
I don't know whether "thumbing one's 
nose" can be classified as non-violent, 
but it certainly cannot be called "respect-
ful." 
Let's take a quick look at what these 
writers say. Dr. Brubaker sees Romans 
13 as a condemnation of the American 
Revolution. But also in that chapter Paul 
says, "For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil." What do we do with 
the likes of Adolph Hitler and Joseph 
Stalin? Either the interpretation of this 
Scripture is wrong, or it has been applied 
to the wrong thing. Or shall we just clas-
sify it with those many indecipherable 
enigmas so often found in finite life, espe-
cially within the framework of Christian 
moral understanding? 
Christian moral and spiritual concepts 
always rise far higher than do Christian 
behavior patterns. But then we proceed 
to measure other people's behavior with 
our own concepts. It is pretty difficult to 
see any Christian grace in the "Boston 
Tea Party" or in a riot that "destroyed the 
home and library of the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts." But we should 
be careful how we apply our current 
abstract perceptions of the Christian faith 
to these incidents of some centuries ago. 
"Onesimus" poses still another enigma 
in his objections to flag saluting. There is 
a grain of truth that runs through every-
thing he said, as is true with any line of 
thought. I am not sure how significant 
flag saluting ought to be, especially for an 
"Onesimus" of Paul's day. It must have 
been pretty much so, or he wouldn't have 
been so intense in his rejection of the 
practice. If all those who salute it on a 
routine basis, as he scornfully said he did, 
were that intense about it, we might have 
a much improved government. 
But a more important consideration is 
that the very government he refuses to 
express respect for, even feels guilty for 
practicing such expression, is that same 
government that provides him safety 
when he worships and gives him tax-free 
money to prepare for it. Such behavior 
looks too much like "biting the hand that 
feeds you." 
One thing I have learned throughout 
my years is that whatever I say, there is 
always someone around who is intelli-
gent enough to make me look foolish for 
having said it. Nevertheless it is an 
expression of interest in my church to 
draw attention to some things that seem to 




continued from page 29 
sanctify" busyness, and remember that 
God inhabits times of rest as well as times 
of activity. 
Blue buses will break, potty-training 
will go awry, and from time to time, life 
will become "koyanisquatsi." But I don't 
want that to become the rule of my life. 
Writer Hugh Prather effectively sums up 
my learning from this past week: "If I 
had only...forgotten future greatness and 
looked at the green things and the build-
ings and reached out to those around me 
and smelled the air and ignored the forms 
and the self-styled obligations and heard 
the rain on my roof and put my arms 
around my wife...perhaps it 's not too 
late." 
Indeed. 
Your brother in Christ, 
O. 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
I j m s i m s 
Dear Paul, 
I just returned from a week's vacation at the ocean, and I am 
more convinced now than ever that my life is a stress-tangled 
mess of obligation, busyness, and responsibility. The beach 
reminded me of how out of control my life has become. 
It struck me sometime the second day. The old blue bus we 
call home on our camping trips had blown a seal on the water 
pump just as we had pulled in to the campground. Seeing the bil-
lowing clouds of steam rising from our engine, a helpful park 
ranger suggested rather matter-of-factly, "I think there's some-
thing wrong with your car." 
Shortly afterwards, our youngest daughter experienced what 
could only be described as a potty-training accident of epic pro-
portions. Fortunately, a member of our camping party who does 
supply-purchasing at a large hospital just happened to have a 
package of surgical gloves stashed in her car. Although my love 
for my daughter knows no bounds, still, 
in this particular instance, I offered up 
effusive thanks to the Lord for this mirac-
ulous provision. 
The morning of that second day I final-
ly broke away for a quiet walk on the 
beach. The early fog was still hugging the 
coast, with the waves tumbling lazily onto 
the sand. Seaweed, stones, and shells lit-
tered the shoreline, while the thick scent of 
salt wafted over me and through me as I 
drifted between sand and surf. 
My life's out of control, I thought to 
myself. 
I thought back to a movie I saw a dozen 
or so years before in Philadelphia. The 
film, for the most part, was a montage of 
fast-paced footage of people, cars, facto-
ries—images of modern life—beautifully shot and set to a manic 
musical score which literally pummeled the senses into acquies-
cence. The conclusion of the film showed a rocket in slow 
motion, climbing into a deep azure sky, reaching upwards, going 
higher, then suddenly—horribly—exploding and tumbling end-
over-end back to earth. 
The name of the movie was Koyanisquatsi—a Native Amer-
ican term meaning "life out of balance." That's my life, I thought 
to myself: koyanisquatsi. A life rocketing upwards at dizzying 
speeds, committed to Christ, of course, but still overwhelmed by 
obligation, busyness and responsibility—and all set to explode 
and quietly tumble back to earth. 
I am, I know, a product of my times. The name of the game 
today is always to get as much, be involved in as much, do as 
much as you possibly can, because he or she who hesitates will 
surely be left behind. This extends to our children who are 
expected to achieve more at an earlier age simply because the 
opportunities present themselves. Some of us refer to this as 
"the Soccer Generation," simply because it is the sport of choice 
for younger and younger kids and families whose lives, it seems, 
revolve around practices, tournaments, and endless matches and 
team activities. 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh wrote of this inclination in her book 
Gift from the Sea. Our tendency, she wrote, is to exchange a life 
of simplicity for a life of multiplicity. Multiplicity, she warned, 
"leads not to unification, but to fragmentation. It does not bring 
grace; it destroys the soul." 
Maybe you can offer me some advice on how to remain whole 
in the midst of the distractions and busyness and craziness of life. 
How do I maintain balance when the merry-go-round forces seek 
to throw me off-center? 
One thing I've noticed as I've poured over your letters is your 
emphasis on contentment. "I have learned the secret of being con-
tent in any and every situation," you wrote to the Philippians. It 
occurs to me that I spend an awful lot of 
time desiring situations other than the ones 
I 'm in. If my church were larger...if my 
sermons were better . . . i f my car were 
nicer...if my house were cleaner....if my 
kids were better behaved.... How much of 
my present, I wonder, is robbed of its joy 
because I am longing for a future that may 
never be, or was never intended for me. 
Hand- in-hand with your thoughts 
regarding contentment is your emphasis on 
thankfulness. It may be my imagination, 
but it often seems that you speak of thank-
fulness and peace in the same breath. "Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts...and 
be thankful," you encouraged the Colos-
sian church. Thankfulness, like content-
ment, focuses on what we have, not on 
what we don't have, and ushers a sense of peace and well-being 
into our lives. It embraces the here and now and tames that rest-
less desire to be always achieving, always grasping, and always 
recognized for what we are doing. 
Thankfulness also draws our attention back to the source of all 
our blessings. As brother James has said, "Every good and per-
fect gift is from above." Thankfulness reminds us to look upward, 
and not outward to our neighbors, constantly being distracted by 
what they're doing and where they're going. 
I wish I could say I had a major revelation while walking on 
the beach that second day of vacation, but I didn't. Some of the 
minor ones may have to do for the time being, and may also pro-
vide a place for God to begin working changes in my life. First, 
I know I need to slow down. I need to realize that I 'm not doing 
anyone any good by going full speed ahead every moment of 
every day. I also need to foster an attitude of contentment in my 
life, and become more liberal in my offering of thanks to God and 
others. I need to force life less, and allow God to bring it to me 
in doses I can handle. Maybe more than anything, I need to "de-
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Quid Pro Quo? 
by Roger L. Williams 
Does anybody know 
What's a Quid Pro Quo ? 
Does it fly up above or swim down 
below? 
Does it have five fingers and just 
one toe? 
Quid pro quo is Latin for "something 
in return." In our relationships there are 
the altruistic (unselfish things done 
purely for the interest of others) and 
there are the quid pro quo (things done 
with the idea of getting "something in 
return"). Some quid pro quo relation-
ships are blatant (we give someone 
money and expect some goods or ser-
vices in return, and we work and there-
fore receive a paycheck). Other quid pro 
quo relationships are less obvious and 
self-serving. 
A recent Presbyterian Publishing 
House communique stated, "curriculum 
revenues have declined precipitously in 
recent years so that they do not currently 
cover expenses. Less than 50 percent of 
all PC(USA) congregations use any part 
of the denominational curriculum." This 
illustrates a quid pro quo relationship 
that exists between a denominational 
publishing house and congregations. 
Without congregational support, the 
publishing house suffers. When a 
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denominational publishing house suf-
fers, the denomination suffers. Approx-
imately 40 percent of Brethren in Christ 
churches use Jubilee: God's Good 
News. Its use should be higher. 
A Brethren in Christ congregation 
that decided to purchase curriculum 
from a vendor other than a Christian 
Light Bookstore recently saved an esti-
mated $7.00 per week by going to the 
discount vendor. Because that order is 
no longer in the denomination, those 
sales no longer help a Brethren in 
Christ institution pay wages, rent, etc., 
and there is less money to pay for pub-
lication of the Evangelical Visitor, 
denominational books, interest charges 
to the Jacob Engle Foundation, etc. The 
loss of that order affects more than one 
Brethren in Christ bookstore. 
The relationship between a congre-
gation or an individual and the denomi-
nation's publishing house is only one 
example of a very important and grow-
ing concern. The cumulative cost of 
independent decisions of support and 
loyalty to everything from pastors to 
financial giving to missions is tremen-
dous. It is important that we understand 
these quid pro quo relationships and 
take them seriously in making our deci-
sions. 
I will concede, however, these inter-
relationships are sometimes difficult to 
fully comprehend. Hebrews 11:3 sort of 
defines part of the problem. It says, "By 
faith we understand that the universe 
was formed at God's command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what 
was visible." Those are powerful and 
thought-provoking words. The adminis-
tration of the denomination, or a con-
gregation for that matter, is often an 
issue of faith because we cannot see or 
understand all the intricate interrela-
tionships involved in uniting a body of 
believers. What is seen is often made 
up of what is not visible. The 
tangibles of being Brethren 
in Christ—i.e., buildings, 
tithing, growing, sending, 
and discipling—are 
largely the result of 
intangibles such as posi-
tive relationships, loyal-
ty, compassion, the Holy 
Spirit, and prayer. These 
intangibles cannot be seen, 
but are the true molecules that define 
reality. 
Take Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions, for example. It is not possible to 
see all the relationships all over the 
world—people to whom the gospel is 
proclaimed and who accept Christ into 
their lives because of our mission 
efforts. Generations to come will be 
given the gospel by parents, friends, and 
relatives who were at some time in the 
present or past brought the message of 
Christ by a Brethren in Christ person in 
missions. It is not possible to calculate 
the value. However, one thing is sure. 
Without support in its many forms, the 
Brethren in Christ will not be there in 
the first place. Missionaries are abso-
lutely dependent on a quid pro quo rela-
tionship of Brethren in Christ individu-
als and congregations providing finan-
cial and prayer support. Mission sup-
porters in return receive a denomination 
that is fulfilling its mission of reaching 
people for Christ worldwide. The degree 
of Brethren in Christ Missions' impact 
on world evangelism is directly related 
to Brethren in Christ loyalty and sup-
port. 
The quid pro quo relationship is not 
new. Paul wrote in Romans 15:5-6, 
"May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow Christ 
Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth 
you may glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." God gives...so 
that we.... 
As small parts of the total picture, it 
is incumbent on each of us to support 
one another in the "spirit of unity" to 
which Paul refers, first as Brethren in 
Christ and then as Christians. One's 
support of one's pastor is fundamental 
for the health of a congregation. A pas-
tor's support of the congregation and 
denomination is in turn fundamental for 
continued on page 27 
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A defining moment 
General Conference is a defining moment identifying 
who we collectively are at a particular time. This General 
Conference is one where the body put the finishing touches 
on new methods of decision-making (re-organization), where 
the personal relationships of the North American extended 
family were strengthened, where our special traditions were 
honored and contemporary forms of expression embraced, 
and where yearning for a more fruitful spiritual journey was 
expressed. 
Reflecting the attitudes of the moderators and General 
Secretary, the body, with only an occasional lapse, worked 
through the tedious but necessary bylaw revisions with civil-
ity, insight, and openness to others. As observed by one 
speaker, the process of changing the governing structure 
from horizontal to vertical is virtually completed, and broth-
erhood is accordingly redefined. While those discussions 
were focused, the reports of the work or existing boards, 
agencies, and institutions seem to have been given only 
superficial review. The report for the Board for Media Min-
istries, presented with clarity and wit, did draw attention. 
Throughout, subdued but insistent calls were made for Gen-
eral Conference leaders now to decisively lead the denomi-
nation forward to carry out God ' s business. 
Given the prevailing spirit of openness to others, the envi-
ronment was conducive to creating and strengthening exist-
ing bonds of fellowship. Both in sessions (the pages were 
most busy delivering notes) and out, connections were made 
and made stronger. The Tuesday afternoon break was partic-
ularly helpful in this. Recognizing the denomination and its 
leadership is becoming genetically diverse, the concept of 
the denomination as an extended family was nurtured. Meet-
ing in an outlying region, in addition, highlighted that 
although we are dispersed geographically, we are a caring 
body committed to each other. The apology for the almost 
exclusive use of male dominate language, however, remind-
ed all that inclusiveness in practice remains elusive. Praying 
for upcoming Conferences in other countries around the 
world accented that we are only one Brethren in Christ Con-
ference among many. 
General Conference both affirmed our unique heritage 
and embraced contemporary forms of expression. The foot-
washing service continued as a sacred expression of our ser-
vice to each other and humility before God. The sermons 
had welcomed variety in theme and content. The choice of 
music and casualness of attire suggested a denominational 
embrace of informal expression. A new orthodoxy of Breth-
ren in Christ musical expression—contemporary in style— 
was evident, although the hymn singing in one morning's 
session provided welcomed variety. 
A yearning for a more profound spiritual commitment 
received heartfelt expression. It was recognized, however, 
that this cannot be legislated, and another task force on 
renewal is not the solution. The frequent and intense prayer 
periods resonated with the delegates, and demonstrated this 
spiritual longing. The connection between corporate, spiritu-
al renewal and successfully implementing the vision of the 
denomination was recognized. The vision for the denomina-
tion through A.D. 2000 was promoted and applauded, but a 
troubling decline in Cooperative Ministries contributions, 
and the detrimental effect on world mission support, was 
noted. 
A slight unease about the future seemed to pervade the 
body, as though something awry needed fixing. Speakers 
groped to quiet the unease. Various solutions were presented: 
teaching of the gifts and more charismatic expression; more 
vigorous leadership for pastors; spiritual renewal; returning 
to past forms; replacing complacency with God 's power; and 
converting belief into action. The unease remained. 
This General Conference, then, defined the church as a 
vertical organization with accompanying leadership account-
ability, as an extended family cherishing each other and 
desiring to be open to diversity, and as a denomination hon-
oring its heritage while embracing contemporary modes of 
expression. It defined us as uneasy about the future, wishing 
for a deeper spiritual commitment corporately, and desiring 
dynamic leadership leading on the paths of renewal and 
growth. The critical question now becomes, who will the 
Brethren in Christ become by the next General Conference? 
Carl J. Raser 
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Moving? 
Please let us know your new address at least three weeks in 
advance. The postal system charges us 500 per copy for 
returned magazines... and you miss a copy of the magazine. 
The juxtaposition of a General Conference Agenda, 
Robert Fulghum's Maybe (Maybe Not) and a daily 
newspaper needs no further comment... 
Don Shafer accepted Onesimus' June suggestion 
that the General Secretary wear a Hawaiian shirt 
(for one session only!)... 
Assistant Moderator John Hawbaker's 
stunning dark glasses (imported to 
California from Messiah Village)... 
After looking at the Conference logo, 
this young girl turned and, with back-
pack slung over one shoulder, headed 
off the platform and on her way... 
